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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  .THE  FREE  CHURCH 
OF  SCOTLAND. 


FRIDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  1,  18G0 

Dr  Duff,  who  was  received  with  loud  applause,  gave  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  (No.  VII.)  He  said — The  report  has 
been  issued  for  some  time,  and  I suppose  may  be  taken  as  read.  It  is 
rather  a bulky  one ; but  if  any  of  the  members  have  had  leisure  to  look  at 
the  details,  amid  the  varied  business  of  the  House,  they  will  acknowledge 
that  its  bulkiness  does  not  arise  from  mere  inflation  or  expansion,  but  from 
the  vast  accumulation  of  facts  which  have  been  brought  together  there.  It 
is  a- record  of  a very  comprehensive  character;  which  itself  indicates  that 
our  missions  are  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale  of  operations,  and  there- 
fore implies  that  this  House  ought  to  feel  more  than  ever  interested  in 
their  progress.  There  are  many  leading  subjects  included  in  the  report. 
To  go  over  them  seriatim  would  require  a whole  night : several  of  them  I 
must  leave  to  those  who  are  to  follow  me.  A few  of  them  I must  more 
specially  notice ; but  before  entering  upon  the  proper  business  details,  I 
will  allude  very  briefly  to  the  deaths  of  the  eminent  missionaries  that  have 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  are  recorded  in  the  report. 

In  the  Record  for  last  October  an  interesting  biographical  notice  of  the 
first  of  them,  Dr  Mackay,  appeared  from  the  pen  of  one  with  whom  he 
was  long  associated  in  the  foreign  field,  and  who  is  now  working  as  an 
evangelist  in  one  of  the  long-neglected  localities  of  this  city,  as  well  as 
pastor  of  the  flock  gathered  in  by  his  labours — the  Rev.  Mr  Smith. 
A suitable  statement  regarding  the  death  of  Dr  Mackay  was  also  inserted 
in  the  minutes  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee.  I shall  therefore 
only,  in  one  sentence,  say  with  reference  to  one  who  was  my  companion 
and  associate  as  a student  at  St  Andrews,  and  afterwards  my  associate 
and  colleague  in  foreign  lands — that  no  man  of  greater  or  more  varied 
talents,  acquirements,  or  accomplishments  ever  left  these  British  shores 
for  the  foreign  mission  field.  (Applause.)  And  I will  add  this  with 
regard  to  him — since  in  this  House  this  very  day,  I believe,  difficulties 
in  connexion  with  pastoral  colleagues  at  home  were  spoken  of — that, 
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though  we  were  colleagues,  and  had  daily  intimate  intercourse,  having 
constantly  to  consult  each  other,  and  very  often  upon  perplexing  matters, 
yet,  praised  be  God  for  it,  never  was  there  any  serious  jar  or  discord 
between  us.  His  ashes  now  peacefully  repose  in  the  suburbs  of  Edin- 
burgh, but,  up  to  his  latest  breath,  his  heart  was  in  India,  with  the 
native  converts  whom  he  loved  so  well,  and  the  heathen  millions  whom 
he  longed  to  save.  His  record  is  on  high ; and  his  best  earthly  monu- 
ment will  be  found  in  that  great  central  institute  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  which  he  assisted  so  materially  in  establishing,  and  which,  from 
the  success  with  which  God  has  graciously  crowned  it,  has  become  the  pro- 
lific mother  of  a numerous  progeny  of  similar  institutions  over  all  parts  of 
India.  (Applause.) 

With  regard  to  the  other  whose  death  is  noticed  in  this  report,  he 
was  the  oldest  missionary  connected  with  our  mission,  though  not  the 
oldest  missionary  in  connexion  with  the  Church,  since  he  was  originally 
an  agent  of  the  Scotch  Missionary  Society.  I refer  to  the  late  excellent 
Mr  Mitchell,  of  Puna,  of  whom  it  may  be  truly  said  that  he  fell  on  the 
battle-field.  The  same  mail  that  brought  me  the  tidings  of  his  death 
brought  also  a letter,  written  by  himself,  only  a few  days  before,  full  of 
earnestness  and  zeal  in  behalf  of  his  great  work.  He  fell  literally  on  the 
battle-field ; fell  in  the  arms  of  victory,  clad  in  the  panoply,  the  full  armour 
of  God.  His  mortal  remains  lie  in  the  suburbs  of  Puna,  the  metropolis  of 
the  great  Mahratta  confederacy,  whose  chief  once  contested  the  sceptre  of 
supremacy  over  India  with  Britain.  There  he  lies — a brave  soldier  of 
the  cross — 

“ Like  a warrior  taking  his  rest, 

With  his  martial  cloak  around  him 

— (applause) — and  his  best  earthly  monument  will  be  found  in  the  native 
church  of  Puna,  in  the  planting  and  nursing  and  rearing  of  which  he  may 
well  be  said  to  have  had  the  principal  shard. 

There  is  one  other  death  alluded  to  in  the  report  which  cannot  be 
passed  over  without  remark.  It  may  be  unusual  to  bring  such  notices 
into  such  a report.  But  I felt  it  a duty  to  do  so,  the  committee  ap- 
proved of  its  being  done,  and  I hope  the  Assembly  will  sanction  it. 
The  Assembly  itself  has,  I think,  set  the  example ; for,  if  I mistake 
not,  it  entered  some  years  ago  into  its  minutes  a memorial  of  one  of 
the  most  generous  and  distinguished  lady  members  of  this  Church : — 
I refer  to  the  late  excellent  Duchess  of  Gordon.  And  if  I were  allowed 
to  speak  for  myself  individually,  I would  have  no  difficulty  with  regard 
to  another.  The  person  to  whom  I refer  is  one  who  in  the  earlier  years 
of  this  Church  rendered  great  and  essential  benefits  to  our  cause  in 
different  districts  of  Scotland,  even  as  far  north  as  the  Shetland  Islands. 
And  though  circumstances  arose  which  led  to  her  alienation  from  this 
Church,  and  the  cessation  in  this  land  of  those  services  which  she  had 
so  freely  and  so  bountifully  rendered,  yet  let  me  here  say  this,  that  v'liile 
the  stream  of  her  liberality  ceased  latterly  towards  the  Church  in  Scotland, 
it  was  only  diverted  into  other  channels,  and  was  largely  directed  towards 
India  and  foreign  missions.  These  are  the  circumstances  which  warrant 
me  in  thus  referring  to  one  of  w'hom,  as  she  lias  now  gone  to  her  rest,  I 
can  have  no  delicacy  in  speaking  here,  this  day  : — For  the  last  ten  years, 
from  that  noble  lady  large  sums  of  money  were  sent  for  mission  objects  at 
Calcutta;  amission  chapel  was  built  by  her;  she  defrayed  the  expenses  of 


the  house  of  a native  pastor  and  of  a preaching  station ; and  theological 
scholarships  were  founded  at  her  expense.  The  sums  of  money  she  spent 
annually  for  years  past  upon  evangelical  work  in  Bengal,  and  specially  the 
neighbourhood  of  Calcutta,  were  very  great ; and  one  of  her  last  acts  before 
her  death  was  to  send  to  me  a large  contribution  towards  building  a new 
church  in  South  Africa.  Such  are  some  of  the  facts.  I therefore  cannot 
but  venerate  the  memory  of  the  late  Countess  of  Effingham.  (Applause.) 
The  memory  of  the  party  named  in  the  report  will,  I think,  be  held 
in  high  regard  by  the  members  of  this  Assembly,  as  that  of  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  active  supporters  of  the  Ladies’  Society  for  Female 
Education  in  India  and  Africa,  and  who  was  always  forward  in  every 
good  work.  I know  there  is  a morbid  sentimentality  upon  this  subject 
which  would  almost  shut  out  gratitude  from  finding  expression  ; but  I feel 
this,  that  if  “ to  do  good  and  communicate”  is  a Christian  duty,  it  must 
surely  be  equally  a Christian  duty  to  be  thankful  to  God  when  he  puts 
it  into  the  hearts  of  His  people  to  do  so.  (Applause.)  To  Lady  Foulis 
the  cause  of  the  Redeemer  was  dear  in  whatever  department  it  came  before 
her ; and  her  interest  in  the  cause  always  took  the  form  of  self-denying 
action.  Her  zeal,  too,  was  as  judicious  as  it  was  warm.  The  Assembly 
with  all  its  work  was  much  on  her  heart ; and  the  little  circular  for  prayer 
which  annually  preceded  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  was  got  up  at  her 
expense.  During  the  meetings  of  Assembly,  as  many  brethren  as  could 
possibly  be  accommodated  under  her  hospitable  roof,  were  ever  welcome. 
The  cause  of  missions,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  was  peculiarly 
dear  to  her.  For  many  years  she  had  a wreekly  prayer  meeting  in  her 
house,  when  the  mission  cause  was  specially  prayed  for.  To  the  mis- 
sionary brethren,  when  home  in  quest  of  health,  her  house  was  a home, 
and  she  herself  was  their  nurse.  The  godly  Mr  Johnstone,  of  Madras,  died 
in  her  house.  As  regards  material  aid,  she  was  a liberal  contributor  to  all 
the  funds  of  the  Church.  The  great  day  alone  wili  declare  what  she  did, 
for  little  of  it  wTas  allowed  to  meet  the  eye  of  man ; she  ever  studied  so  to 
act,  that  her  right  hand  did  not  know  what  her  left  hand  did.  Now,  after 
such  a statement,  it  occurs  to  me  to  throw  out  a suggestion  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  which,  if  acted  on,  would  be 
one  way  of  keeping  such  good  deeds  in  everlasting  remembrance.  We  are  in 
want  of  candidates  for  the  mission  field,  and  I believe  the  college  would 
have  no  objections  to  the  addition  of  a scholarship  or  bursary.  If,  then, 
the  eldership  would  raise  the  means  of  providing  £500  to  found  a scholar- 
ship : that  would  at  once  serve  a necessary  purpose,  and  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  Lady  Foulis  in  a fitting  and  becoming  manner.  (Applause.) 

Another  point  on  which  I would  here  desire  to  remark  is  with  regard  to 
the  necessity  for  mission  buildings.  This  Church,  as  a Church,  has  never 
had  a scheme  for  mission  buildings.  Missionaries,  when  they  have  returned 
from  India,  have  been  allowed  simply  to  move  about  the  country  collect- 
ing money,  the  best  way  they  could,  for  institution  and  evangelistic  build- 
ings, but  dwellings  for  the  missionaries  themselves  have  not  been  properly 
attended  to.  And  allow  me  to  say  to  the  members  of  this  House,  that  if 
there  was  a real  necessity  for  the  Assembly  to  seek  to  secure  proper  abodes 
for  ministers  at  home,  there  has  been  all  along  the  same  necessity  on  the 
mission  field.  I can  only  say  farther,  that  if  for  years  missionaries  abroad 
said  nothing  on  this  subject,  it  was  because  they  thought  the  ministers 
who,  at  the  shrine  of  principle  and  duty,  resolved  to  abandon  their  pleasant 
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manses,  must  be  first  supplied  ; but  they  always  concluded  that,  when  the 
ministers  at  home  were  supplied  with  houses,  churches,  schools,  and  every 
other  want,  they  would  surely  be  supplied  next;  they  thought  that  it 
could  not  be  that  the  poor  labourers  in  the  foreign  mission  field  should  be 
forgotten ; and  they  have  waited  with  long  patience.  There  are  some 
members  of  this  House  from  India  who  will  be  able  and  ready  to  testify 
to  this  fact,  that  not  only  is  the  want  of  suitable  dwelling-houses  injurious 
to  the  health  of  our  missionaries,  but  that,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  it 
has  been  accessory  even  to  the  death  of  some  of  them.  The  rent  of  build- 
ings, however  insufficient  or  inconveniently  situated,  is  also  rapidly  and 
greatly  increasing,  and  thereby  becoming  a drain  which  cannot  be  longer 
endured  upon  the  general  funds  of  the  Foreign  Mission.  What  we  desire, 
then,  is  to  secure  a General  Mission  Building  Fund,  to  meet  present  urgent 
necessities  and  future  contingencies,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  will  not 
interfere  with  any  other  pecuniary  object  of  the  Church ; and  I hope  the 
General  Assembly  will  remit  the  matter  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee, 
to  mature  a plan,  and  bring  it  duly  before  the  Church  at  large.  (Hear,  hear.) 
A case  arose  last  year  in  which  a house  was  absolutely  needed  in  South 
Africa.  I did  not  know  what  to  do  for  the  means.  It  would  answer  no 
purpose  to  make  a public  appeal;  and  as  there  was  no  other  resource,  I was 
fain  to  make  a private  appeal,  since  I was  almost  in  despair;  and  so,  without 
committing  the  committee,  I took  it  upon  me  to  write  privately  to  a gentle- 
man in  Glasgow  about  this  case  of  pressing  urgency  in  South  Africa,  and 
I said  if  you  cannot,  on  other  accounts,  respond  to  the  call,  do  at  least  take 
pity  upon  the  sorrows  of  a poor  old  man.  (Laughter.)  The  result  of  this 
appeal  was  a munificent  response — fortunately  for  us  nothing  altogether 
peculiar  in  the  Free  Church.  This  gentleman  sent  at  once  the  sum  of 
£500  to  build  the  house.  (Loud  cheers.)  I think  since  no  secrecy  was 
enjoined  in  the  matter,  I may,  without  offendjng  his  extreme  modesty  over- 
much, mention  the  name  of  the  gentleman — it  is  that  of  Mr  James  Burns 
of  Glasgow,  (ltenewed  applause.)  He  said,  “You  should  set  a General 
Mission  Building  Fund  on  foot ; and  if  you  do,  my  special  donation  of  the 
£500  will  not  prevent  my  aiding  the  more  general  scheme.”  I replied — 
“ Your  proposal  is  most  reasonable.  The  Foreign  Missions  Committee  have 
always  felt  the  reasonableness  and  the  desirableness  of  it.”  So  I thought 
it  might  not  be  amiss  to  go  to  Glasgow  to  this  excellent  gentleman,  and 
ask  him  gently  this  question,  What  length  and  strength  of  a lever  he  would 
give  me  to  begin  with  1 The  result  was  that  I got  a lever  of  the  length 
and  strength  of  £1000  to  begin  with;  but  on  the  reasonable  condition  that 
all  other  members  of  the  Church  should  contribute  their  due  and  propor- 
tional share.  (Loud  cheers.)  And  there  is  another  quarter  from  which  there 
is  reason  to  believe  another  £1000  will  be  available.  (Continued  applause.) 

But  not  to  dwell  farther  upon  these  preliminary  topics,  let  me  proceed 
to  some  of  the  other  topics  contained  in  the  report.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  hold  the  report  in  my  hands,  containing  such  a mass  of  facts  connected 
with  the  increase  and  progress  of  our  Foreign  Mission  work,  without  being 
very  peculiarly  affected.  Therefore,  in  my  weakness,  I ask,  that  you  will 
excuse  me  if  I fail  to  bring  out  what  I would  like  to  do.  It  is  now  thirty- 
seven  years  since  I first  attended  the  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
That  Assembly  appointed  mens  their  first  missionary  to  India.  Then  it  is 
thirty-one  years  since  it  was  my  privilege  first  to  address  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  1 felt  almost  as  much  bodily  weakness 


then  as  now,  having  emerged  from  the  sick-room  to  address  the  House ; 
only  with  youth  on  my  side  I was  enabled  to  rally,  which  in  the  providence 
of  God  is  not  very  likely  to  be  any  more  the  case  with  me.  At  that  time, 
only  one  mission  station  belonged  to  the  Church,  and  but  one  missionary 
had  been  left  in  the  mission  field.  There  were  only  three  or  four  converts 
then  in  existence;  and  that  was  the  Foreign  Mission  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land ! It  looked  so  pitiable  and  so  very  paltry  an  affair  that  I remember  a 
facetious  gentleman  who  used  to  go  about  the  country  in  those  days  upon 
the  grand  Voluntary  question,  as  it  was  called — that  is,  an  aggressive 
crusade  against  Establishments — and  his  practice  was  to  polish  the  shafts 
of  his  sarcasm,  and  excite  uncontrollable  ridicule  and  amusement  by  con- 
tinually referring  to  the  Estab'ished  Church  and  its  mission,  under  the 
homely  but  significant  emblem,  of  a great  “ clockin’  hen  wi’  ae  wee 
chicken.”  (Laughter.) 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  thirty  years  ago.  I allude  to  the  fact 
merely  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  see  and  to  trace  what  progress  has 
been  made  since.  That  will  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  chooses  to 
take  the  most  cursory  glance  at  this  report.  Statistics,  I know,  are  very 
apt  to  be  regarded  as  dry,  insipid,  and  uninteresting ; but,  at  the  same 
time,  remembering  the  fact  I have  now  stated,  I think  a very  brief 
statistical  summary  in  connexion  with  the  mission  as  it  is  now,  is  instruc- 
tive enough,  and,  to  a reflective  mind,  interesting  enough  to  warrant  me 
to  detain  you  a minute  or  two  by  giving  you  that  summary.  For  instance, 
in  regard  to  Christian  Agency. — There  are  labouring  in  India  1G  ordained 
European  missionaries  ; 3 medical  missionaries — two  of  whom  are  Euro- 
peans and  one  native — along  with  several  native  assistants ; G European 
teachers ; 1 2 female  do. ; 7 ordained  native  missionaries ; 3 licensed 
native  preachers ; 2 East  Indian  teachers ; 84  native  teachers,  catechists, 
colporteurs,  and  evangelists  ; and  18  native  female  teachers.  These  agents 
are  located  in  the  great  cities  of  Calcutta,  Bombay,  Puna,  Madras,  Nagpore, 
and  37  other  subordinate  and  surrounding  stations.  In  Kaffraria,  there  are 
labouring  5 ordained  European  missionaries  ; 2 European  catechists ; 1 
European  teacher ; 1 female  do. ; 1 6 native  teachers  ; 3 female  do.  ; 6 na- 
tive Scripture  readers  ; and  1 colporteur.  The  number  of  stations  is  28, 
of  which  the  principal  are  Lovedale,  Pirie,  Burnshill,  and  Macfarlan.  In  all, 
187  Christian  agents  are  labouring  at  63  stations  in  India  and  Kaffraria, 
In  those  days,  as  I have  said,  there  were  only  three  or  four  native  con- 
verts. We  have  altogether  another  state  of  things  now.  We  have 
several  native  churches.  In  India,  there  were  491  members  in  full  com- 
munion ; 522  baptized  adherents,  not  commuriicants ; 64  adults  and 
62  children  baptized  during  the  year.  The  number  admitted  on  a pro- 
fession of  their  faith  in  Christ  since  the  commencement  of  the  missions  is 
767.  In  Kaffraria,  there  are  866  communicants  ; 392  baptized  ad- 
herents, not  communicants  ; 60  adults  and  111  children  baptized  during 
the  year.  In  all,  in  both  fields,  there  are  1357  natives  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  Church;  914  baptized  adherents;  124  adults  and  173 
children  baptized  during  the  year.  With  respect  to  these  native  churches, 
it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  most  of  them  are  beginning  to  do  something 
for  themselves.  With  regard  to  one  of  them,  established  in  Calcutta,  the 
oldest  of  our  mission  stations,  something  more  has  to  be  said.  It  is 
with  most  earnest  and  intense  thankfulness  to  God  that  I refer  to  this 
case.  Through  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  the  congre- 


8 


gallon  has  been  regularly  organised  with  its  own  pastor,  and  elders,  and 
deacons,  who  entirely  manage  their  own  affairs.  I trust  and  hope  it  will 
be  fully  understood  what  it  is  this  Church  is  now  doing,  for  it  is  my  belief 
there  are  hundreds  of  churches  and  congregations  in  Scotland  that  would 
be  the  better  of  taking  a lesson  from  its  example.  This  little  native  church 
in  Calcutta  last  year  resolved,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  become  self- 
sustaining,  and  last  spring,  after  taking  a careful  review  of  their  resources 
and  agencies,  and  everything  connected  with  it,  they  came  to  the  deliberate 
resolution  to  declare  themselves  as  now  self-sustaining,  with  every  con- 
fidence that  under  the  providence  of  God  they  will  be  permanently  self- 
sustaining,  and  pay  their  minister  and  provide  for  all  other  church  pur- 
poses. I think  a fact  like  this,  of  a small  native  church  raising  upwards 
of  £150  a year,  and  declaring  itself  self-sustaining,  ought  to  rebuke  and 
put  to  shame  many  Christian  congregations  in  this  land.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Then  with  regard  to  schools  and  educational  institutions.  In  India,  there 
are  6 great  institutions  for  the  rearing  up  of  teachers  and  preachers,  and 
14  schools  for  the  teaching  of  English  and  the  vernaculars,  containing 
altogether  5768  scholars  ; 28  schools,  where  only  the  vernaculars  are 
taught,  with  2621  scholars;  8 schools  for  girls,  of  which  5 are  boarding- 
schools,  for  teaching  English  and  the  vernaculars,  containing  550  scholars ; 
and  36  vernacular  schools  for  girls,  with  1815  scholars  : in  all  92  schools, 
and  10,754  scholars.  (Applause.)  In  Kaffraria  there  are  364  boys  at 
school,  besides  75  at  Lovedale  Seminary,  and  436  girls — in  all,  there 
are  under  instruction  both  in  India  and  Kaffraria,  11,629.  Then,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  in  the  institutions,  all  the  most  advanced  branches  of 
the  highest  education  are  taught  in  inseparable  conjunction  with  the 
evidences  and  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith.  With  regard  to  the  schools, 
there  is,  I fear,  a most  false  and  absurd  impression  still  prevalent  in  many 
parts  of  this  country,  as  to  the  kind  of  teaching  that  is  carried  on  in  them. 
I wish  to  declare,  with  all  peremptoriness,  that  the  children  are  most  fully 
instructed  in  Christian  truth  and  the  elements  of  the  Bible.  When  I 
was  at  home  before,  it  was  my  privilege  to  go  into  many  of  our  schools 
when  I was  going  my  rounds  through  different  parts  of  Scotland,  and  it 
may  be  that  there  are  some  present  here  who  will  be  able  to  remember 
that  even  in  the  pulpits  at  that  time  I was  often  led  vehemently  to  assert 
that  you  could  not  find  in  Scotland  one  school  where  the  Bible  was  more 
thoroughly  taught  than  it  is  in  our  mission  schools  in  India ; and  I think 
the  Christian  parents  of  this  country  have  too  often  their  children  less 
effectually  taught  in  a Christian  sense  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  less 
effectually  than  the  children  of  the  heathen  are  taught  in  our  mission 
schools.  In  those  early  days  we  had  no  female  schools  at  all.  The  truth 
is,  that  at  that  time  to  get  access  to  females  of  respectability,  of  caste, 
with  a view  to  their  mental,  moral,  or  social  improvement,  was  very  difficult 
indeed — rather,  it  was  something  like  an  absolute  impossibility.  You 
might  as  well  have  attempted  to  lift  the  loftiest  peak  of  the  Himalayan 
mountains,  and  throw  it  down  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  The  state  of  Indian 
society  is  peculiar,  and  cannot  be  understood  by  those  who  have  never 
been  in  India.  It  was  clear  that  if  we  wished  to  reach  the  female  popula- 
tion, we  could  only  do  so  by  getting  at  the  male  population ; first  raising 
up  a generation  of  educated  males,  who  would  create  the  necessity  for  a 
generation  of  educated  females.  Therefore,  we  never  attempted  then  to 
get  at  the  female  population  at  all.  It  would  have  been  a waste  of 
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strength  and  energy.  I said  I will  labour  at  the  education  of  the  males, 
and  in  the  long  run  you  will  find  that  this  is  the  most  effectual  way  to  get 
at  the  education  of  the  female  population.  That  generation  has  passed, 
and,  praise  to  God,  the  prediction  is  being  verified.  There  is  a demand 
now  in  India  for  female  education  wherever  English  education  has 
awakened  the  native  mind  from  the  sleepy  drench  and  lethargy  of  ages  ; 
so  that  we  cannot  now  possibly  supply  the  demand.  And  here  I cannot 
help  tendering  my  most  earnest  thanks  to  the  Ladies’  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow,  for  their  effectual  help  in  this  great  work  for  the 
education  of  the  females  of  India  and  South  Africa.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Time  would  fail  me  to  bring  out  in  detail  before  you  all  the  other  agencies 
at  work.  The  minds  and  consciences  of  adults  as  well  as  of  the  young  are 
addressed,  and  every  mode  of  reaching  them  resorted  to.  Besides  the  insti- 
tutions and  schools,  in  which  the  minds  and  consciences  of  the  pupils  are 
daily  plied  with  divine  truth,  and  which  have  been  signally  owned  by  God 
as  a mighty  instrument  for  the  conversion  of  souls,  the  following  among 
other  means  are  adopted  for  spreading  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  among 
the  people,  viz.,  the  direct  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  English  and  the  ver- 
naculars ; missionary  itineracies  ; medical  missions  ; household  visitation  ; 
translating  the  Scriptures,  books,  and  tracts  ; colportage  ; and  the  training 
of  converts  for  the  ministry.  These  agencies,  as  regards  India,  are  at 
work  in  the  rural  districts,  as  well  as  in  the  great  cities, — the  native  mis- 
sionaries having  in  almost  every  instance  the  principal  charge  of  the 
missions  in  the  former.  Such,  briefly,  is  the  varied  character  of  our  mis- 
sionary operations.  There  is,  in  truth,  hardly  any  form  of  Christian  effort 
that  is  not  more  or  less  engaged  in,  and  there  is  no  class  of  the  people, 
from  the  Brahman  down  to  the  Pariah,  that  is  not  the  object  of  our  care. 
And  this  suggests  to  me,  Moderator,  the  desirableness  of  making  a state- 
ment if  possible  to  dissipate  a delusion  which  still  unhappily  prevails  in 
some  quarters,  where  ignorance  threatens  to  become  hereditary.  Though 
from  the  first,  in  one  form  or  other,  our  mission  has  to  the  world  assumed 
what  was  called  a fundamentally  educational  character,  we  have  wrought 
fully  as  much  in  the  way  of  direct  effort  to  bring  the  message  of  the 
gospel  to  bear  on  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large  as  any  other  mission  in 
India.  Ay,  and  we  have,  by  God’s  blessing,  been  enabled  to  reach  all 
classes  of  natives.  There  is  a horrible  misconception  on  this  subject  in 
certain  minds.  I have  long  ago  given  up  paying  much  attention  to  what 
is  said  of  it ; but  now  let  me  for  once  express  myself,  and  deliver  my  soul 
in  the  matter.  Very  little  comparatively  has  been  published  on  the  sub- 
ject hitherto.  One  reason  of  that  is  this,  that  what  we  have  to  do  when 
we  go  out  preaching  is  to  deliver  our  simple  gospel  message  at  a particular 
place ; and  when  we  go  there  again,  why  it  is  ditto,  and  ditto  as  you  go 
to  another  place,  and  that  day  by  day ; you  tell  them  substantially  the 
same  thing  over  and  over  again,  and  if  there  be  no  conversions,  and 
nothing  to  report  in  the  shape  of  deep  awakenings,  the  people  at  home 
get  wearied  of  these  everlasting  statements  of  mere  labour  done ; and 
therefore  the  missionaries  give  up  writing  about  them.  But  meantime 
these  movements  are  not  without  real  and  lasting  effects ; they  are  tearing 
up  the  fallow  ground ; they  are  preparing  the  soil ; they  are  sowing  the 
seed ; — the  crop  will  be  reaped  by  others,  the  harvest  gathered  in  when 
those,  who  have  torn  up  the  fallow  ground  and  sown  the  indestructible 
seed  of  the  Word,  lie  buried  under  the  sod.  (Applause.)  I believe  in 
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this  way  the  gospel  has  been  most  effectually  preached  by  our  European 
and  native  missionaries  and  catechists,  during  the  years  that  have  now 
gone  by,  not  to  thousands  only,  but  I think  I am  fully  within  the  mark  when 
I say  to  tens  and  tens  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  native  population  of  India. 
And  now  happily  cur  rural  missions  have  been  taken  charge  of  by  trained 
native  agents  permanently.  This  is  the  principle  adopted  in  Mahanad  in 
the  Bengal  Mission,  and  also  in  Nellore  in  Madras,  and  at  Iudapur  in  the 
Bombay  Presidency.  In  the  first  of  these,  one,  who  was  born  and  bred 
as  a Brahman,  has  long  been  a faithful  labourer,  the  Rev.  Jagadishwar. 
In  the  second,  another  of  our  able  and  devoted  native  missionaries,  the 
Rev.  Venkataramiah.  In  the  third,  the  ever  active  and  energetic  Rev.  N. 
SeshadrL  I have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  these  native  missionaries 
again  and  again,  and  I would  only  say  that,  while  they  differ  exceedingly  in 
natural  temperament  and  disposition  and  character,  they  are  all,  as  Christian 
ministers,  equally  zealous  and  successful  It  has  been  my  lot  to  visit  most 
of  the  missions,  from  Cape  Comorin  on  the  south  to  the  banks  of  the  Sutlej 
on  the  north,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  have  scarcely  been 
any  European  missionarieswho  have  conducted  missions  more  effectively  than 
these  native  brethren  are  now  doing.  (Cheers.) 

This  report  refers  to  the  opportunity  which  has  been  given  us,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  of  entering  upon  a new,  or  rather  upon  two  new  fields 
of  labour  in  Central  and  in  Western  India.  Let  me  remind  the  members  of 
this  House  that,  in  the  district  to  the  north  of  Bombay,  and  stretching  away 
eastward  towards  the  great  Ganges,  there  is  a range  of  hills,  rolling  and 
beautifully-wooded  hills,  inhabited  by  wild  aboriginal  tribes.  It  is  among 
some  of  these  that  the  German  mission  has  been  so  successfully  working, 
that  is,  among  the  tribes  that  go  generally  under  the  name  of  Coles.  Those 
on  the  western  coast  are  called  Waralis ; their  system  of  belief  has  nothing 
in  it  of  the  Brahmanical ; they  seem  indeed  to  know  and  to  worship  no 
God  at  all.  Dr  Wilson  tells  us  that,  when' the  question  was  asked  whether 
they  expected  to  go  to  God  after  death,  the  answer  was  an  affecting  one. 
They  said — “ How  can  we  get  to  God  after  death  ? — the  big  men  round 
about  us  drive  us  away  and  banish  us  from  their  presence — how  can  we 
expect  the  great  God  to  allow'  us  to  approach  Him?"  It  was  their 
degrading  idea  that  the  great  God  was  only  a bigger  man  who  would  act 
towards  them  with  the  hauteur,  pride,  superciliousness,  and  cruelty  that 
great  men  did.  Then  in  Central  India  among  the  hills,  to  the  north  and 
east  of  Nagpore,  you  have  the  people  known  as  the  Gonds.  They  once 
were  powerful  and  united,  until  driven  from  the  plains  by  the  Mohammedans, 
and  attacked  by  the  Mahrattas  afterwards.  They  are  a very  wild  tribe, 
and  had  strange  and  shocking  habits  and  practices.  Human  sacrifices  pre- 
vailed among  them  to  a great  extent,  and  until  recently,  among  some 
portions  of  them,  cannibalism.  Happily  the  beneficent  influence  of  the 
British  Government  has  put  an  end  to  most  of  these  inhuman  atrocities. 
The  more  civilised  natives  still  talk  of  them  in  this  way — that  these  hills 
have  for  their  inhabitants  “ wild  beasts,  demons,  and  savage  Gonds.'’ 
They  are  characterised  by  three  qualities,  as  we  are  told  by  those  who 
know  them  best — superstition,  and,  alas ! drunkenness,  and  the  third,  a 
strange  quality  to  be  combined  with  these — love  of  truth  ; a singular  con- 
trast in  that  respect  to  their  more  civilized  but  mendacious  neighbours  of 
the  plain.  Well,  the  providence  of  God  opened  up  a way  of  access  to 
these  people,  .and  what  was  wanted  was  a missionary  to  go  to  them.  At 
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home  it  seems  scarcely  possible  to  get  any  one,  who  is  worth  sending,  to 
go  out  to  the  mission  field,  but  in  this  case  Mr  Cooper,  who  was  quite 
entitled  to  come  home  on  furlough,  with  singular  disinterestedness,  at  once 
expressed  his  readiness  to  remain  where  he  w;is.  (Cheers.)  Accordingly, 
his  junior,  Mr  Dawson,  was  written  to  and  requested  to  go  up  to  Chind- 
wara  in  the  hills ; and  I am  happy  to  say,  to  his  great  credit,  that,  like  a 
true  soldier,  he  at  once  obeyed  the  signal  from  headquarters.  The  very 
next  letter  brought  the  news  that  his  luggage  was  already  on  its  way  to  the 
hills,  and  himself  about  to  follow.  (Applause.)  The  next  difficulty  was 
the  pecuniary  means.  Well,  Mr  Hugh  Matheson,  London,  kindly  sent  us 
£200  from  a fund  entrusted  to  him  by  a friend,  which  were  applied  to  the 
furtherance  of  this  enterprise.  (Cheers.)  Then,  about  Western  India, — 
qualified  native  agents,  with  the  newly  licensed  preacher,  Mr  Shapurji,  at 
their  head,  were  willing  to  go,  but  we  wanted  mouey,  and  what  was  to  be 
done?  £300  were  wanted  to  establish  the  new  mission;  Mr  and  Mrs 
M‘Dougall  gave  us  £250,  and  afterwards  the  sum  of  £50  was  made  up 
with  the  aid  of  a few  friends.  (Cheers.)  Now,  while  these  new  missions 
have  thus  been  providentially  supplied  for  one  year,  I would  wish  to  im- 
press upon  this  Assembly  that  these  must  be  abandoned  again  if  the  people 
of  Scotland  do  not  come  forward  and  support  them.  1 trust,  however, 
such  a thing  as  their  abandonment  is  impossible.  (Hear,  hear.) 

In  regard  to  South  Africa,  I may  remind  you  that  there  is  a central 
institution  there — the  Lovedale  Seminary — and  it  is  an  interesting  fact 
to  know  that  with  the  aid  of  Government  grants  and  other  means,  fully 
detailed  in  the  report,  this  institution  promises  ere  long  to  become  self- 
sustaining.  Then  there  is  the  proposed  mission  to  the  Transkei  territory. 
That  territory  was  desolated  in  a strange  way  seven  or  eight  years 
ago,  through  the  unaccountable  and  strange  fanaticism  of  the  native 
tribes.  They  were  led  to  believe,  by  a famous  witch-doctor,  that  it  was 
a duty  on  their  part  to  put  the  whole  of  their  cattle  to  death,  and  to 
burn  up  all  their  corn,  depriving  themselves  absolutely  of  all  means  of 
subsistence,  in  the  belief  that  when  they  had  done  this  there  would  spring 
up  from  the  earth  a finer  race  of  cattle,  and  that  corn  far  better  than  they 
had  would  be  given  them  in  utmost  abundance.  The  extraordinary  call 
was  generally  responded  to.  Some  of  the  deluded  people  actually  said 
they  heard  the  bellowing  of  the  coming  new  race  of  cattle,  and  saw  their 
great  horns  shooting  up  from  the  ground.  (Laughter.)  The  delusion  pre- 
vailed ; most  of  the  cattle  were  slaughtered,  and  the  corn  was  burnt.  The 
British  Government  afterwards  discovered  that  this  was  more  a political 
manoeuvre  than  a mere  piece  of  blind  fanaticism.  Their  great  chief  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  he  could  persuade  the  people  to  destroy  their 
cattle  and  their  corn,  thus  depriving  themselves  of  the  means  of  subsistence, 
he  would  have  them  more  at  his  disposal,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his 
long-cherished  political  design — by  constraining  his  subject  hordes,  under 
the  pressure  of  famine,  to  precipitate  themselves  on  the  neighbouring 
territories,  overspread  Kaffraria  and  the  Colony,  drive  the  British  into  the 
sea,  and  reign  over  all  South  Africa  to  the  Cape.  His  people  only  dis- 
covered, when  too  late,  that  they  had  deprived  themselves  of  the  means  of 
life — that  they  were  famishing.  Numbers  of  the  poor  natives  died, 
30,000  crossed  the  Kei  into  Kaffraria,  where  they  were  saved  from  death 
by  the  liberality  and  kindness  of  the  British  Government  and  colonists.  But 
after  it  was  ascertained  to  have  been  a political  trick,  the  Cape  governor 
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said  in  effect — “ Now  that  your  country  is  depopulated,  and  you  have  left  it 
and  are  dependent  on  us,  we  will  keep  it  ourselves.”  The  Government  last 
year  resolved  to  give  back  this  territory  to  the  natives  on  certain  conditions. 
But  great  numbers  of  the  original  possessors  had  died,  and  when  the 
territory  was  to  be  re-occupied  many  emigrated  from  the  Cape  colony  to 
those  regions ; and  many  of  the  people,  amongst  whom  our  missionaries 
were  labouring,  went  there  too.  Now,  they  could  not  see  the  people  and 
members  of  their  own  flocks  go  away,  knowing  that  they  wanted  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  and  schools  for  their  children,  without  attempting 
to  do  something  for  them.  Greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  native  churches, 
two  or  three  catechists  were  sent  at  their  expense,  along  with  the  Chris- 
tian emigrants.  But  European  missionaries  were  imperatively  demanded 
to  head,  guide,  and  direct  the  whole  adventurous  movement.  Hence  the 
fervent  appeal  to  this  country  for  two  such  qualified  men.  A brotherly 
deputation  from  our  own  and  the  U.  P.  missions  sought  an  interview  with 
Kreli,  the  paramount  chief  of  the  Kaffirs,  who,  with  great  courtesy  and 
liberality,  expressed  his  willingness  to  receive  the  new  missionaries,  and 
give  them  any  location  they  chose.  And  here  let  me  make  this  remark. 
It  does  seem  passing  strange  to  witness  the  readiness  with  which  these 
Kaffir  chiefs  give  locations  to  missionaries,  as  compared  with  what  we  have 
witnessed  in  our  own  Christian  land,  in  connexion  with  the  refusal  to  grant 
sites  for  churches.  Even  the  great  Basuto  chief,  Moshesh,  with  whom  I 
spent  two  or  three  hours  on  the  summit  of  his  impregnable  mountain,  be- 
yond the  great  Orange  river, — that  most  singular  and  astute  man,  who  is 
more  of  a politician  than  most  of  the  British  rulers  out  yonder — (laughter) 
— rejoiced  in  having  the  French  missionaries  in  his  territory,  and  he  de- 
clared it  was  with  his  whole  heart  he  gave  up  any  piece  of  ground  they 
chose  to  select  for  the  erection  of  houses  and  chapels  as  well  as  for  gardens, 
and  all  in  perpetuity.  The  Kaffir  chiefs  are  ready  to  do  the  same  in  the 
Transkei  territory  ; and  this  fact  needs  to  be  proclaimed,  up  to  this  very 
hour,  in  the  ears  of  some  of  the  landed  gentry  of  this  Christian  Scotland. 
We  have  only  to  compare  the  liberality  of  these  benighted  Basuto  and 
Kaffir  chiefs  with  their  conduct,  and  it  ought  to  call  the  crimson  blush  of 
shame  to  their  cheeks.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  This  being  the  state 
of  matters  beyond  the  Kei  river — £1000  were  wanted  to  plant  the  new 
missions — and  an  appeal  for  the  same  was  made  in  one  of  the  public  jour- 
nals. And  I must  say  it  to  the  credit  of  an  elder  of  this  Church  in  Cupar- 
Fifc,  that  he  cheerfully  responded  to  the  call,  and  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  whole  of  the  sum  might  easily  be  found.  Yes,  no  doubt  the  money 
exists  ! — tens  of  thousands,  and  more  ! What  is  wanted  is  an  extractor 
to  bring  it  out  of  people’s  pockets.  (Laughter.)  I scarcely  knew  what 
to  do  in  this  dilemma, — when  some  three  or  four  ladies  came  to  the  rescue. 
After  they  had  no  doubt  consulted  together,  they  agreed  to  try  to  raise 
the  sum  of  money  wanted  one  way  or  other.  It  may  be  that  some  indi- 
viduals may  not  approve  of  this  particular  way,  or  that  other,  by  which 
ladies  propose  to  accomplish  their  own  schemes  ; but  for  my  own  part,  my 
experience  of  their  doings  is,  that  it  is  always  best  to  leave  them  alone. 
(Much  laughter.)  When  I was  at  home  for  the  first  time,  two  ladies,  sis- 
ters, at  Inverness,  knowing  that  we  wanted  money  for  missionary  build- 
ings, proposed  to  raise  one  thousand  pounds  of  it  in  pennies,  and  resolved 
that  they  would  not  take  from  any  person  more  than  a penny.  The  limi- 
tation to  a single  penny  did  not  seem  to  me  very  wise  ; but  it  was  useless 
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to  find  fault.  In  travelling  about  here  and  there  I was  once  and  again 
asked  for  my  subscription.  I was  ashamed  to  give  only  the  penny,  and 
would  have  given  more,  but  the  answer  always  was,  “No,  no,  we  arc 
strictly  prohibited  from  taking  more  than  a penny.”  The  result,  however, 
justified  the  confidence  of  the  good  ladies  in  their  own  favourite  scheme  ; 
for,  after  an  incredible  amount  of  labour  iu  correspondence  and  otherwise, 
the  sum  of  very  nearly  £ 1 000  was  raised.  So  I think  it  was  better  to  let 
the  ladies  alone.  (Laughter.)  These  ladies  said  they  would  raise  the 
amount  in  copper  pence  ; and  now  our  lady  friends  say  they  will  raise  a 
like  sum  in  silver  pennies  or  half-crowns — that  they  will  not  go  down  to 
the  lower  classes  of  people  with  this  call.  Those  who  have  tried  such 
experiments  can  best  imagine  the  huge  amount  of  correspondence  and 
drudgery  necessary  even  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  raising  £1000  in  half- 
crowns.  For  my  own  part,  I really  believe  that  scarcely  any  money  you 
could  offer  would  induce  most  men  to  undertake  the  task  as  a piece  of 
work.  But  the  ladies  voluntarily  imposed  the  heavy  task  upon  them- 
selves, and  they  are  progressing.  Some  weeks  ago  I was  informed  they 
had  raised  enough  to  plant  one  of  the  missions  in  the  Transkei  territory  ; 
and  yesterday  I was  told  they  were  nearly  up  to  the  mark  of  the  second 
half.  (Cheers.)  Now,  to  my  mind,  this  is  a delightful  exemplification  of 
the  benevolence  of  genuine  Christianity.  Here  are  three  or  four  ladies 
in  Edinburgh  w ho  had  never  seen  South  Africa,  who  had  never  seen  the 
Kaffirs,  who  never  had  their  feelings  and  sensibilities  lacerated  by  witness- 
ing the  exhibitions  of  brutal  barbarism  that  prevail  amongst  them ; but 
who,  simply  because  they  have  heard  of  their  condition,  have  raised  £1000 
in  order  that  they  may  be  taught — may  receive  Christian  instruction — 
taking  pity  upon  them,  and  toiling,  and  labouring  to  accomplish  this 
blessed  object.  I say,  iu  one  word,  that  this  is  above  all  Greek,  all 
Roman  fame.  (Cheers.) 

Let  me  now  come  briefly  to  another  topic.  I want  to  draw  special 
attention  to  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Scheme. 
£16,000  is  the  aggregate  amount;  that,  however,  includes  donations, 
legacies,  and  such  like  ; the  real  sum  from  associations  and  church- 
door  collections  amounts  to  little  more  than  £10,000.  Then,  again, 
how  much  is  raised  in  India  and  Africa  ? You  find  literally  at  this 
moment  more  money  raised  in  one  way  and  another  in  the  foreign  field 
itself  than  is  raised  by  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  at  home.  I think 
that  is  a notable  fact.  The  money  raised  abroad  consists  partly  of  the 
contributions  of  Christian  friends,  partly  of  fees  from  pupils,  and  partly  of 
grants  in  aid  by  Government  for  education,  which  never  interfere  directly 
or  indirectly  with  our  religious  instruction ; they  are  applied  at  once  to 
the  specific  agency  for  which  they  are  designed.  These  schools  in  which 
they  are  received  have  never  changed  their  essentially  Christian  character, 
and  the  pupils  are  being  thoroughly  trained  in  Christian  knowledge.  I 
have  mentioned  fees  as  now  an  important  item  of  revenue.  I may  add  that 
it  is  also  a significant  sign  of  progress.  When  I went  to  India  first  it  was 
a great  thing  to  get  a pupil  of  respectable  caste  or  parentage  to  come  out 
to  a school  at  all.  It  was  looked  upon  as  an  absurd  scheme — as  a wild 
and  visionary  project — and  a proof  of  downright  folly  to  expect  it ; it  was 
talked  of  as  Thomas  More’s  Utopia.  They  laughed  at  me  if  I expected 
to  get  even  one  of  the  higher  caste  young  men  to  come  to  me  to  receive 
instruction,  and  more  particularly  if  I declared  I would  teach  them  the 
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Bible.  Even  my  own  countrymen  held  that  such  schools  as  I proposed 
could  never  make  progress  in  India.  But  there  was  then  a remarkable 
native  in  Calcutta,  a man  far  a-head  of  his  countrymen,  a Brahman  by 
birth,  and  of  high  social  position  and  influence.  I refer  to  the  celebrated 
Rajah  Rammohun  Roy — (applause) — who  came  over  to  this  country  and 
there  died.  I met  him  twice  or  thrice  every  week  in  his  own  house  or  mine. 
What  made  him  draw  more  particularly  to  me  was,  that  my  system  was 
one  of  religious  instruction.  I was  insisting  upon  it  that  all  teaching 
should  be  saturated  with  true  religion.  He  himself  had  made  considerable 
progress.  He  had  studied  Arabic  to  understand  what  Mohammedanism  was 
in  its  fountain-head — the  Koran.  He  had  studied  other  languages  to  know 
what  their  religious  systems  were;  and  he  had  studied  Hebrew  and  Greek 
to  know  what  our  Scriptures  were  in  the  original ; and  he  had  come  to 
this  conclusion,  that  the  greatest  and  holiest  Being  that  had  ever  visited 
this  earth  was  Jesus  Christ ; that  the  highest  moral  teaching  in  the  Shastras 
and  other  religious  books  of  India  was  far  surpassed  by  the  sublime  mo- 
rality of  Jesus,  and  he  himself  extracted  the  precepts  of  the  Gospels,  trans- 
lating them  into  Bengali  with  the  title — “The  Precepts  of  Jesus — the 
Guide  to  Happiness,”  and  circulated  them  at  his  own  expense.  I told 
him  fully  of  my  proposal  to  give  religious  instruction  along  with  instruc- 
tion in  every  branch  of  really  useful  knowledge.  Certainly,  he  said,  that 
is  altogether  the  right  course ; and  it  was  his  great  influence  that  secured 
the  first  few  pupils — first  two  and  then  five  boys — of  respectable  family. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  him  I could  not  have  then  begun.  I commenced 
my  humble  operations  with  five,  but  I said,  I am  ready  to  begin  with  one 
— (applause) — and  more,  to  go  on  and  persevere  for  years,  if  the  Lord 
spare  me,  even  if  there  should  be  but  one,  for  the  value  of  one  immortal 
soul  is  not  to  be  estimated.  (Applause.)  Our  little  school  went  on 
steadily  increasing,  and  soon  the  little  one  became  literally  a thousand. 
For  the  last  quarter  of  a century  more  than  that  number  has  been  in  regu- 
lar attendance.  Having  told  my  noble  native  friend,  that,  as  with  Chris- 
tians, everything  was  consecrated  by  prayer,  I meant  to  open  school  every 
day  with  prayer.  Of  this  also  he  cordially  approved,  adding  that  he  knew 
no  form  of  prayer  so  brief,  so  comprehensive,  as  what  we  called  the  Lord’s 
Prayer;  and  until  these  boys  came  to  understand  the  language  of  religion, 
we  had  better  teach  them  the  meaning  of  that  prayer,  and  use  it  for  a 
time.  At  the  outset  he  was  wont  to  come  to  the  school  day  by  day  for 
a whole  month,  to  countenance  us  by  his  presence,  and  to  encourage  the 
youth  in  the  school,  as  well  as  to  conciliate  and  inspire  confidence  into  the 
parents.  To  me  it  seemed  like  the  doing  of  the  Lord,  and  wondrous  in 
my  eyes.  And,  while  upon  the  subject  now,  I could  not  help  gratefully 
referring  to  such  aid  received  from  such  an  unexpected  quarter.  (Ap- 
plause.) I was  going  on  to  say  that  we  were  very  glad  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  mission  to  get  these  few  youths  to  attend  our  educational 
institution  even  gratuitously.  In  due  time  they  were  induced  to  pay  for 
their  books,  and  afterwards  to  pay  fees  for  instruction.  (Applause.)  And 
such  is  now  the  rapid  and  marvellous  progress  of  events,  that  if  (mark 
you,  I lay  emphasis  on  that  little  word,  if)  things  go  on  for  another  year 
as  they  have  been  doing  for  the  last  few  years  in  Calcutta,  I expect  our 
great  central  institution  there,  apart  from  the  salaries  of  the  European 
Missionaries,  will  be  well  nigh  self-supporting.  (Loud  applause.)  Then 
the  donation  granted  annually  by  the  Home  Committee  will  be  liberated, 
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to  be  applied  for  other  purposes  in  extending  our  mission  in  the  wide 
territory  of  Bengal.  (Continued  applause.) 

Let  me  now  look  at  home,  and  1 am  sure  you  will  excgse  me  if  I,  for  the 
time  beinc,  seem  to  plead  this  cause  exclusively.  (Cheers.)  Fathers  and 
brethren,  wbat  have  you  summoned  me  here  for  but  to  plead  the  cause  of 
missions  ? (Cheers. ) In  doing  so  am  I not  pleading  the  great  cause  of  Christ 
on  earth  ? — the  cause  which  is  nearest  and  dearest  to  His  heart,  though  now 
seated  on  the  throne  of  glory  in  the  heavens  ! I do  not,  and  I say  it  most 
solemnly  and  in  the  presence  of  God,  know  in  my  own  spirit  what  exclu- 
siveness is.  My  spirit  would  embrace  the  whole  world,  but,  from  mere 
human  tinitude,  action  must  be  limited  by  time  and  space.  There  is  not  a 
single  scheme  of  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland  that  I am  not  ready,  if  health 
and  strength  were  given  me,  to  plead  with  all  earnestness.  (Applause.) 
And  indeed  I have  pled  the  cause  of  them  all,  for  I regard  them  all  as 
parts  of  one  great  whole.  I rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  all ; but  I want 
to  see  something  like  a proportion  in  regard  to  the  giving  of  our  money 
to  different  objects,  according  to  their  intrinsic  and  relative  magnitudes. 
The  sum  of  nearly  £400,000  a-year,  raised  by  the  Free  Church,  is  a 
magnificent  contribution ; but  I find  that  of  this  large  sum,  only  about 
£10,000  is  raised  for  the  evangelisation  of  the  world  with  its  800,000,000 
of  inhabitants ; that  is,  only  about  a fortieth  part  of  the  whole  amount 
raised.  Now,  surely,  in  the  estimate  of  sober  and  enlightened  reason, 
there  is  a lamentable  disproportion  here.  I would  not  have  the  contribu- 
tions to  other  schemes  less,  I would  have  them  all  greatly  increased — ex- 
panded onwards  indefinitely ; but  I would  have  the  greatest  enterprise  on 
earth  receive  a proportionally  larger  share  than  now.  And  that  nothing, 
nothing  proportional  is  given  now  to  the  great  cause  of  foreign  missions, 
admits  of  too  painful  a demonstration.  Some  of  the  members  of  this 
House  will  not,  I daresay,  be  at  all  prepared  for  the  statement  I shall  now 
lay  before  you  on  this  subject.  There  are  in  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
848  charges  and  72  mission  stations.  Now,  a statement  has,  at  my  sug- 
gestion, been  drawn  up  very  carefully  and  very  elaborately  for  me,  chiefly 
by  my  excellent  friend  Mr  Braidwood,  who  devoted  days  to  making  the 
various  calculations.  Listen,  then,  to  the  facts  which  it  undeniably  un- 
folds, and  tell  me  if  there  is  not  something  in  them  worthy  of  your  deepest 
consideration.  In  the  848  charges  in  connexion  with  the  Free  Church  at 
present — leaving  out  stations — the  membership  is  247,472.  Now,  then, 
the  total  sums  annually  contributed  by  the  whole  of  these  congregations, 
divided  by  the  number  of  members,  shows  the  average  rate  of  contribution 
for  each  member.  This  reveals  a state  of  things  which  I am  ready  to  be- 
lieve many  in  this  House  may  know  nothing  of,  and  which,  I am  sure,  they 
will  at  once  candidly  allow  ought  not  to  be.  Let  me  read  the  details  to 
you.  Of  the  848  congregations  of  the  Free  Church,  then,  there  are  6 
charges,  containing  2733  members,  which,  during  the  past  year,  have  con- 
tributed a little  above  5s.  each  member;  17  charges,  containing  7569, 
have  contributed  from  3s.  to  5s.  each  member;  21  charges,  containing 
9094,  have  contributed  from  2s.  to  3s.  each  member ; 50  charges,  contain- 
ing 19,176,  have  contributed  from  Is.  5d.  to  2s.  each  member;  55  charges, 
containing  17,986,  have  contributed  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  5d.  each  member; 
47  charges,  containing  13,822,  have  contributed  from  lid.  to  Is.  Id.  each 
member  ; 78  charges,  containing  21,327,  have  contributed  from  9d.  to  lid. 
each  member;  88  charges,  containing  28,029,  have  contributed  from  7d. 
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9d.  each  member;  119  charges,  containing  32,407,  have  contributed 
from  5d.  to  7d.  each  member;  126  charges,  containing  34,753,  have 
contributed  from  3d.  to  5d.  each  member  ; 79  charges,  containing  22,327, 
have  contributed  2d.  and  a fraction;  72  charges,  containing  15,848,  have 
contributed  Id.  and  a fraction  each  member ; 28  charges,  containing 
6065,  have  contributed  Id.  each  member;  37  charges,  containing  12,229, 
have  contributed  a fraction  of  a penny,  from  |d.  to  fd.  each  member ; 25 
charges,  containing  4112  members,  have  contributed  nil  per  member. 
Now,  I think  that  statement  is  something  so  astonishing  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  possible  to  bring  it  up  in  any  future  Assembly.  (Hear.)  It  is  one 
which,  so  far  as  the  Church’s  credit  and  consistency  are  concerned,  I trust 
will  never  have  to  be  repeated  in  this  House.  I cannot  help  feeling  that 
it  indicates  there  is  something,  be  it  what  it  may,  radically  wrong  and  rotten 
somewhere — what  it  is  I will  not  judge.  I could  tell  you  strange  things  were 
I to  go  into  details.  For  instance,  I could  tell  you  of  one  large  congrega- 
tion, not  in  Edinburgh,  with  7 00  or  800  of  a membership,  of  which,  about 
500,  last  year,  gave  nothing  at  all  to  Foreign  Missions.  Such  a state  of 
things  ought  not  certainly  to  exist  in  any  Church  professing  to  be  a Church 
of  Christ,  and  least  of  all  in  any  congregation  with  such  a lofty  banner  as  that 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  are  taught  to  pray, 
“ Hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  kingdom  come  ; Thy  will  be  done  on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven.”  We  are  commanded,  “ Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  Yes,  we  have  learnt  that  prayer 
when  we  were  children ; we  know  the  commands  and  precepts  of  God’s 
holy  Word ; yet  many  amongst  us,  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  people, 
apparently  sit  still,  satisfied  with  doing  nothing,  or  something  so  small 
that  it  is  next  to  nothing, — that  it  looks  like  a mockery  of  our  own  profes- 
sions and  of  the  precious  name  we  bear.  Let  me  remind  you,  brethren, 
how  the  Jews  acted  when  they  had  become  degenerate.  They  were  bound 
by  Divine  command  to  bring  offerings  of  the  best  of  their  substance  and 
the  first  of  their  Hock,  and  they  brought  the  refuse  of  their  substance,  and 
the  lame,  the  sick,  and  the  blind  of  their  flock.  And  how  did  God  Almighty 
look  on  this  ? He  sent  His  own  prophet  vehemently  to  expostulate  with 
them,  and  to  pronounce  a curse  upon  them  for  their  daring  contempt  and 
robbery.  Now,  wherein  does  our  case  differ  from  theirs  ? And  I ask  you 
all  solemnly,  as  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  ought  a precisely  similar 
state  of  things  to  continue  among  us  1 We  are  bidden  to  give  of  the  best 
of  our  substance  to  the  Lord,  by  way  of  acknowledging  our  unspeakable 
obligations  to  Him.  Yet  there  are  thousands  of  persons,  members  of  this 
Church,  who  acknowledge  all  these  obligations  by  giving  half  a farthing, 
and  thousands  more  who  give  nothing  at  all,  in  the  face  of  a Divine  com- 
mand, for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  over  all  the  earth  ! It  is  something  so 
humiliating,  that  nothing — nothing — nothing  but  a sense  of  duty  towards 
God  and  the  souls  of  men  would  have  compelled  me  to  allude  to  it.  No, 
nothing  but  a sense  of  shame  at  the  thought  of  such  a number  of  barren 
professors  amongst  us,  and  of  horror  at  the  thought  that  multitudes  are 
perishing  for  lack  of  that  knowledge,  which  they  can.  but  yet  refuse  to  sup- 
ply— could  have  aroused  me  to  the  discharge  of  so  painful  and  invidious  a 
duty.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  it  must  be  allowed 
that  during  the  last  year  twenty  new  associations  have  been  formed  ; and 
1 must  also,  in  justice  to  the  brethren,  alike  present  and  absent,  say  this, 
that  in  particular  localities  I do  know  there  arc  special  difficulties  which 
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they  have  to  encounter.  There  are  ministers  and  office-hearers  who  are  most 
anxious  to  do  more,  but  they  are  hampered  in  many  ways.  Still,  where 
there  is  a will  there  is  a way  : only  this  very  day  I heard  of  a minister  who 
thought  he  could  not  get  up  an  association  for  want  of  the  living  agency, 
but  who  has  now  resolved  to  employ  the  members  of  his  Bible-class  for  the 
purpose.  This  is  a result  of  the  visit  of  our  association  secretary  to  his 
congregation;  and  I believe  one  of  the  happy  effects  of  a well-conducted 
visitation  of  particular  districts  by  authority  of  the  Assembly,  till  the 
whole  Church  is  overtaken,  will  be  to  bring  home  such  matters  to  the  un- 
derstandings and  consciences  of  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  people. 

With  regard  to  the  general  aspect  of  the  mission-field  abroad,  you  will 
find  this  report  in  that  respect  a very  sober  one,  for  the  great  object 
has  been  to  be  strictly  and  rigorously  within  the  truth.  An  immense 
work  has  been  done,  and  is  doing,  in  the  way  of  preparation ; import- 
ant results  of  the  highest  kind  have  also  been  gained,  but  certainly 
nothing  to  boast  of.  At  the  same  time,  this  is  ever  to  be  kept  in 
mind  that  while  a congregation  of  1000  is  thought  nothing  of  here, 
where  all  are  nominally  Christians,  in  the  same  way  as  thousands  of 
bushels  of  wheat  are  thought  nothing  of  where  improved  agriculture  is 
all  but  universal ; yet  a single  bushel  would  be  regarded  as  a mighty  thing 
in  the  way  of  augury  of  future  harvests,  when  the  pioneer  in  the  ■wilder- 
nesses of  Canada  or  America  has  had  to  cut  down  whole  forests  of  trees 
and  drain  out  whole  marshes  in  order  to  obtain  it.  So  in  the  same  way, 
while  we  cannot  talk  of  great  multitudes  being  converted,  yet  we  can 
talk  truly  of  individuals  being  everywhere  turned  unto  the  Lord  ; and 
of  a prodigious  work  in  the  way  of  preparation,  the  relaxation  of  preju- 
dices, the  upsetting  of  old  superstitions  and  obnoxious  usages,  and  the 
opening  up  of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  numbers  to  hail  something  better 
that  is  coming.  Dr  Duff  then  referred  to  the  great  changes  of  sentiment 
in  regard  to  the  missionaries  and  their  work  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
leading  people  and  even  of  the  chiefs  and  rajahs  of  India ; some  of  these, 
whom  he  named,  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of  missionaries ; 
while  others  made  advances  in  the  principles  of  toleration  and  enlightened 
administration,  which  would  reflect  credit  on  the  ablest  and  wisest  of  the 
monarchs  of  old  Christendom.  Dr  Duff  next  gave  instances  in  which,  by 
the  acknowledgment  of  educated  natives,  men  of  high  caste  and  rank  were 
looked  upon  as  oppressors,  and  the  missionaries  as  friends,  while  the  religion 
of  Christ  was  held  up  to  the  people  as  the  most  elevating  and  purifying. 
He  next  gave  some  account  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  objects  of  the 
religious  society  of  educated  natives  in  Bengal,  known  under  the  name  of 
the  Brahma  Samaj.  He  briefly  indicated  some  of  the  transitionary  stages 
through  which  it  had  passed,  and  succinctly  described  its  present  doctrines, 
which  are  those  of  pure  Theism.  He  then  proceeded,  saying — Many 
people  in  this  country  are  ever  apt  to  shrug  their  shoulders  with  a sensi- 
tive recoil  from  the  very  name  of  Theists  or  Deists.  But  they  ought  to 
try  and  realise  the  radical  difference  between  the  position  of  pure  Theists 
in  a land  where  the  full  light  of  the  Christian  revelation  shines,  and  a land 
which  for  two  or  three  thousand  years  has  lain  under  the  blighting  mildew 
and  shadow  of  the  most  frightful  Polytheisms  and  Pantheisms  under  the  sun. 
In  the  former  case,  if  men  born  and  brought  up  on  heights  illumined  by 
the  glorious  sun  of  Heaven’s  own  revealed  truth,  lapse  into  Theism,  it  is  a 
melancholy  descent  half  way  down  the  hill  towards  the  nethermost  abyss  of 
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error,  delusion,  and  darkness.  And  were  they  to  plunge  into  the  morasses 
of  Polytheism,  or  take  refuge  in  the  shadowy  realms  of  Pantheism,  with  its 
dim  and  cold  abstractions,  its  tilmy  and  meaningless  platitudes,  their  case 
would  be  sadder  still.  Deprived,  though  alas,  voluntarily  deprived,  of  all 
faculty  of  spiritual  eyesight,  they  may  be  heard,  under  the  smiting  of  judi- 
cial retribution,  as  if  dolefully  exclaiming  : — 

“ Oh,  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaze  of  noon! 

Irrecoverably  dark,  total  eclipse, 

Without  all  hope  of  day  !” 

How  different,  how  opposite  the  position  of  those  who  have  been  bred  and 
brought  up  among  the  jungly  marshes  of  Polytheism,  or  the  airy,  unsub- 
stantial phantasms  of  Pantheism,  when  they  have  attained  to  an  intelli- 
gent belief  in  one  God , and  that  one  G<xl  no  longer  an  impersonal  essence, 
but  an  actual  personality,  invested  with  all  Divine  attributes  and  perfec- 
tions, as  well  as  the  rewarder  of  all  them  who  diligently  seek  Him  ! Surely 
theirs  is  a happy  ascent  half-way  up  the  hill  towards  the  sunshiny  eminences 
of  revelation.  If,  then,  we  have  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  sincere, 
instead  of  denouncing  or  condemning  them  for  their  shortcomings  when 
contemplated  from  the  Christian  stand-point,  ought  we  not  rather  to  con- 
gratulate them  on  the  attainments  they  have  actually  made  when  contem- 
plated from  the  Hindu  point  of  view  1 Instead  of  coldly  shunning  or 
keeping  aloof  from  them  because  of  their  errors  and  defects,  ought  we  not 
warmly  to  hail  and  sympathise  with  them  in  their  upward  stragglings 
after  truth , which,  if  persevered  in,  may,  by  God’s  blessing,  end  in  their 
reaching  the  highest  summits  of  revealed  truth?  (Hear,  hear.)  Viewed 
under  this  aspect,  the  present  position  of  the  Calcutta  Brahma  Samaj, 
with  its  2000  members,  is  fraught  with  special  interest  to  all  who  long  for 
India’s  evangelisation.  Now,  about  a twelvemonth  ago,  this  important 
society  separated  into  two.  There  was  a conservative  party  and  a party 
of  progress,  who  were  for  acting  out  their  ^nti-Polytheistic,  anti-idolatrous 
convictions,  and  relieving  themselves  from  the  degrading  and  anti-social 
ti'ammels  of  caste,  as  well  as  from  many  of  the  barbarisms  of  conventional 
and  superstitious  usage.  At  the  head  of  this  progressive  party,  which 
broke  off,  by  an  act  of  disruption,  from  the  other  party,  about  a year  ago, 
was  a young  man  of  very  remarkable  powers  of  intellect  and  of  heart — 
Babu  Keshub  Chandra  Sen — a gentleman  of  independent  means,  who 
laboured  for  the  elevation  of  his  countrymen  with  all  the  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm that  could  be  manifested  by  a Christian  missionary.  Some  months 
ago,  in  a great  hall  in  Calcutta,  2000  educated  natives  listened  to  that 
man,  while  for  two  or  three  hours  he  poured  out  a torrent  of  argument 
and  of  eloquence  in  the  English  language  in  favour  of  energetic  action  and 
onward  progress.  One  of  our  missionaries,  who  happened  to  be  present, 
in  reference  to  the  address  of  this  young  leader,  writes,  that  some  passages 
in  which  he  denounced  idolatry,  were  of  prodigious  and  overwhelming 
force,  and  drew  forth  shouts  of  vociferous  applause  from  the  large  audience 
assembled  to  hear  him.  (Cheers.)  The  newspaper  report,  among  other 
things,  says : — 

“ Kcshub’s  quotations  of  the  heroic  words  of  Martin  Luther  produced 
frequent  rounds  of  applause  from  his  vast  audience  : as  when  lie  said, — 
‘ I will  walk  through  lines  of  fire,  looking  for  no  aid,  except  from  Christ 
and  again,  ‘ Here  I take  my  stand  ; I will  obey  conscience ; I can  do  no 
otherwise;  so  help  me  God!’  ‘He  lived,’  said  Keshub,  ‘to  carry  out 
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practically  the  greatest  of  modern  reforms. — and  to  realise  the  true  words, 
“ as  much  sacrifice,  so  much  success.”  ’ 

“ Besides  the  names  already  mentioned,  Keshub  gave  as  his  crowning 
example  of  self-sacrificing  success,  the  name  of  Jesus.  ‘ I have  yet  to  show 
you  the  noblest  example  in  all  history  of  self-consecration  to  the  sjervice  of 
God  and  man,  that  of  Christ  Jesus.  You  know  his  life  possib  y better 
than  I.  The  four  Gospels  you  have  often  read.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  a 
Jesus  Christ  afraid  to  meet  public  odium  : — a Christ  not  wholly  prepared 
to  sacrifice  personal  interests  to  human  good.  Before  you  can  deny  this 
Christ,  you  must  blot  out  all  the  nobler  nations  of  history.  Here  is  encou- 
ragement for  you.  He  laid  down  his  life  for  millions.  Jesus  Christ  died 
for  all  men,  and  poured  out  His  blood  like  water.  His  preaching  is  full 
of  burning  eloquence.  Many  a nation  loves  and  worships  Him.  He  lives 
amongst  us  still,  to  bless  us ; and  we  cannot  think  of  Him  but  with  pro- 
foundest  reverence.  Remember  Jesus  and  Him  crucified,  and  you  will 
learn  how  great,  how  triumphant  life  may  be,  with  no  human  encourage- 
ment, and  without  help,  except  from  God.  If  you  have  read  the  Bible 
(and  what  Bralimo  does  not  read  it  ?)  you  see  in  Jesus  Christ  the  grandest 
ideal  of  all  models  of  self-sacrifice.  How  true  His  words,  ‘ If  ye  have 
faith  as  a grain  of  mustard  seed,  ye  shall  say  unto  this  mountain,  remove 
hence  to  yonder  place ; and  it  shall  remove  ; and  nothing  shall  be  impos- 
sible unto  you ! ’ Who  but  must  be  stirred  and  quickened  by  that  cruci- 
fixion sceue,  where  the  Christ  allows  Himself  to  be  sacrificed  by  an  indig- 
nant and  irritated  mob.  Jesus  lived  but  to  die ; and  dying  for  the  truth, 
He  lives  eternally  : nor  even  now  lives  for  self,  but  to  show  that  salvation, 
such  as  His,  waits  for  all  who  will  enter  it  by  the  love  of  man  and  the 
love  of  God.  You  can  believe  in  the  simplicity  of  Socrates;  you  may 
catch  from  Luther  his  boldness,  his  fierceness  in  proclaiming  religious 
liberty.  You  can  learn  from  Jesus  Christ  not  only  a mountain-moving 
faith,  but  a holy  patience  to  bear  opprobrium  : even  as  He,  in  perfect  trust, 
allowed  Himself  to  be  sacrificed  with  thieves.  If,  as  true  Brahmoes,  you 
have  learned  to  say  with  the  dying  Jesus  to  the  Father,  ‘ Thy  will  be  done,’ 
then  you  are  not  afraid  of  spilling  your  blood  for  God.  You  will  freely 
scatter  it  over  millions  of  men,  if  you  have  understood  or  caught  His  great 
spirit  who  said,  ‘ Take  no  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what 
ye  shall  drink  ; nor  for  the  body,  what  ye  shall  put  on.’  Say  not  that  this 
spirit  is  impossible  to  you,  because  it  is  practically  ignored  by  the  mass  of 
the  Christian  world.  Have  in  Jesus  more  faith  than  they.  Then,  giving 
up  all  for  God  and  your  country,  food  shall  come  down  for  you  as  dew  for 
the  lilies.  He  that  feeds  the  ravens  will  not  forget  you.  God  help  us  to 
pray  for  the  soul’s  good,  but  not  for  the  body.  Deliver  me,  O heavenly 
Father,  from  inglorious,  mean,  and  sordid  aims.  Let  me  imitate  the  wis- 
dom and  true  greatness  of  Christ,  and  walk  in  His  spirit  now  and  for 
ever.” 

(Great  applause.)  My  missionary  correspondent  says  he  repeatedly  referred 
to  Christ  and  Christianity — and  never  but  in  terms  of  commendation — and 
he  did  not  know  well  what  to  make  of  it,  for  these  statements  were 
received  with  shouts  of  applause.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  the  chief 
mission  of  Christ  into  the  world  was  to  die  for  the  iniquities  of  us  all, 
and  he  craved  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the  Christian  community,  and 
especially  of  Christian  missionaries.  (Applause.)  Ah,  friends,  shall  we 
be  wrong  in  praying  for  the  conversion  of  that  young  man  ! Relatively 
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to  Hinduism,  to  compare  small  tilings  with  great,  his  conversion  might  be 
looked  upon  as  something  like  what  the  conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus' was 
in  reference  to  Judaism.  Where  shall  we  find  men  like  the  Wilsons  of 
Fountainbridge,  the  M'Colls,  or  Wells,  or  Howies  of  Glasgow,  to  go  out 
to  labour  among  the  large,  educated  class  of  natives  in  India, — 20,000 
in  Calcutta,  and  50,000  in  Bengal  alone  ? We  want  trained  men,  not 
tyros,  for  such  work  as  this,  though,  for  ordinary  work,  we  would  be  glad 
to  get  to-morrow  a dozen  as  beginners.  But  work  like  this  would  be 
worthy  the  very  foremost  of  our  fathers  in  the  Church  to  undertake.  The 
day  may  come — God  grant  it  may  come  speedily — when  the  Church  will 
emancipate  itself  from  some  of  its  old  traditionary  trammels  and  say — 
“ Here  is  the  man  for  the  work ; we  will  liberate  him  from  his  charge  for 
two  or  three  years;  and  his  people,  for  the  sake  of  God’s  great  work  yonder, 
will  submit  to  the  sacrifice.”  (Applause.)  Here  is  an  illustration  of  what 
the  English  language  has  done  for  India ; whoever  may  be  sent  forth  will 
find  an  educated  native  population  whom  he  can  effectually  address  on  the 
very  first  day  he  enters  India.  It  may  look  Quixotic  to  expect  immedi- 
ately that  any  of  our  leading  men  should  go  out  to  India,  but  I believe  it 
would  be  a grander  undertaking  for  them  than  much  of  what  they  are 
called  upon  to  do  in  this  land.  An  immense  deal  of  time  is  wasted  in  this 
country  on  comparatively  small  matters  ; and  when  one  sees  the  turmoil, 
agitation,  and  controversy  which  such  small  matters  create,  and  thinks  of 
the  hundreds  of  millions  of  idolaters  abroad,  who  have  yet  to  be  reclaimed 
to  God,  it  reminds  me  of  the  words  of  the  poet — “ Ocean  into  tempest 
wrought,  to  waft  a feather  or  to  drown  a fly.”  (Hear,  hear.) 

We  also  want  young  men,  and  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  found  speedily.  They  exist ; why  should  they  not  come 
forward?  I have  much  sympathy  with  young  men,  in  the  present 
aspects  of  society  in  this  land.  I do  not  blame  them ; I do  not  de- 
nounce them;  God  forbid  that  I should.  I was,  of  course,  a young 
man  once  myself,  and  I remember  how  subject  I was  to  be  tossed 
about  by  prevailing  influences  and  sentiments.  When  I look  around 
me  and  observe  the  fearfully  secular  and  utilitarian  aspects  of  society, 
and  how  the  constant  aim  and  object  of  all  classes,  from  youth  up  to 
manhood  and  old  age,  is  to  make  money;  it  is  clear  that  young  men 
cannot  escape  the  general  contagion.  It  is  not  reasonable  for  their  seniors 
to  put  their  arms  at  ease,  and  to  say  to  their  young  friends — “ Why  don’t 
you  go  and  sacrifice  yourselves,  why  are  you  so  selfish,  why  have  you  not 
more  self-denial  ? ” The  young  men  may  turn  round  upon  their  seniors 
and  say, — “ When  you  set  us  the  example  of  self-denial,  we  may  follow  ” 
In  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  from  young  men  a 
higher  tone  of  moral  sensibility,  a higher  degree  of  spirituality,  and  a 
higher  order,  therefore,  of  self-sacrificing  zeal,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
ordinary  current  of  Church  life.  It  were  grand  to  find  the  heroic  element 
of  Christian  character  developed  in  the  young,  so  as  to  put  their  seniors 
to  shame ; but  as  a rule,  this  is  not  to  be  expected.  Water  cannot  rise 
above  the  level  of  the  fountain-head,  and  therefore,  in  order  to  get  more 
men  for  the  missionary  field,  we  must  get  the  whole  tone  of  spiritual  life 
and  aspiration  raised  in  the  Churches.  But  it  does  look  very  strange 
that  Protestants  find  more  difficulty  in  getting  young  men  to  go  to  the 
distant  mission  fields  than  do  the  ltomanists.  There  are  at  this  moment 
at  least  2000  Jesuits  spread  all  over  the  world,  with  four  millions  of 
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francs  raised  to  support  them ; and  within  the  last  few  years,  .jOO  educated 
females  have  gone  to  heathen  lands  never  to  return.  Some  years  ago,  a 
Jesuit  missionary  came  home  from  China.  He  announced  that  he  wanted 
recruits,  and  immediately  from  every  part  of  Papal  Europe  he  received 
offers  from  persons  who  welcomed  the  perils  and  dangers  of  the  enterprise. 
In  two  colleges  of  Portugal  alone — Evora  and  Coimbra — there  were  no- 
fewer  than  ninety  who  pressed  their  services  upon  him — many  of  them 
sending  very  long  letters,  all  written  and  signed  with  their  own  blood, 
indicating  in  this  manner,  that  they  “ had  the  holy  courage  to  despise 
the  horrors  of  martyrdom,  and  offering  cheerfully  to  the  Lord  that  little  of 
their  blood,  as  a testimony  of  their  great  desire  to  shed  it  all  for  His  sake.” 
Now,  I am  here,  this  night,  to  ask  this  question — Are  the  Jesuits,  the 
followers  of  Ignatius  Loyola,  to  show  more  zeal,  more  energy,  more  self- 
sacrificing  devotedness  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  than  the  true  followers 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  1 It  is  not  to  our  credit  that  it  should  be  so.  Tell  it 
not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,  lest  the  daughters  of 
the  Philistines,  the  infidels  and  heathens  of  all  the  world  shout  over  us  in 
derision.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Another  thing  has  struck  me,  since  my  return,  which  is  this — that 
there  is  more  willingness — let  me  say  it  to  their  credit — on  the  part  of 
the  educated  ladies  of  Scotland  to  go  forth  to  the  mission  field  than  on 
the  part  of  educated  young  gentlemen.  I have  in  my  hand  a list  of  at 
least  a dozen  who  have  formally  applied  to  know  whether  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  go  to  India  or  Africa  and  serve  their  Lord  and  Master. 
(Cheers.)  I have  not  had  from  any  young  candidate  for  the  Christian 
ministry,  one  single  application  up  to  this  hour.  Is  it  to  go  forth,  even 
on  the  score  of  ordinary  chivalry,  that  the  ladies  of  Scotland  are  to  be 
found  braver  and  stouter  of  heart  than  the  young  men  1 (Cheers.)  You 
have  all  heard  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  Ladies  of  the 
Covenant,  and  we  have  had  our  blood  stirred  within  us  when  we  read  of 
the  interview  between  King  James  and  that  remarkable  woman,  the  wife 
of  John  Welsh,  and  daughter  of  John  Knox ; and  of  the  heroic  conduct 
and  bearing  of  the  wife  of  John  Brown  of  Priesthill,  shot  down  so  brutally 
before  her  eyes  by  that  man,  whom,  in  spite  of  the  varnishing  of  the 
once  “ Great  Unknown,”  and  the  more  recent  white-washing  of  the  “ Lays 
of  the  Cavaliers,”  I must  insist  upon  calling — (a  hiss  and  loud  and  prolonged 
cheers,  which  drowned  the  conclusion  of  the  sentence.)*  These  young  ladies 
to  whom  I refer,  are  ready  to  go  forth,  in  some  cases  in  spite  of  father  and 
mother,  proving  to  me  that  they  are  inheriting  the  blood  of  the  ladies  of 
the  Reformation  and  the  Covenant.  (Cheers.)  Why  is  it  again  that  there 
is  no  lack  of  men  for  ordinary  secular  enterprise  2 Where  does  science  find 
her  votaries  2 Where  does  commerce  find  her  agents  2 Men  are  to  be  found 
ready  to  go  into  the  burning  deserts  of  Africa,  or  the  icy  Polar  regions,  in 
the  interests  of  discovery  and  research.  Why,  then,  can  true  religion  not 
find  her  men  2 There  is  something  strangely  anomalous  in  all  this.  Talk 
to  a mother,  a father,  a brother,  a sister  of  one  going  out  as  a missionary, 
and  a cry  is  at  once  raised  against  it.  But  talk  to  a father  or  a mother 
of  a son  going  abroad  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  and  instead  of  plac- 
ing obstacles  in  the  way,  they  would  strain  every  nerve  and  move  every 

* The  expression  actually  used  was  none  other  than  that  by  which  the  character 
of  Lord  Dundee  has  been  stereotyped,  and  consigned  to  everlasting  infamy  by  the 
national  piety  of  Scotland,  viz.,  “the  bloody  Clavers.” 


22 


power  on  earth,  if  they  could,  to  get  him  the  situation.  If  there  is  an 
appointment  to  be  had  in  the  medical  or  civil  service  of  India,  do  they  not 
use  all  the  means  they  can  to  secure  the  needful  qualification  ? No  word 
of  unhealthy  climate  then,  of  diseased  livers,  bad  stomachs,  and  such  like, 
but  off  with  them  at  once,  and  the  quicker  the  better.  (Laughter.)  I say 
solemnly  that  this  is  a state  of  things  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  within 
the  bounds  of  a Christian  Church.  The  late  Mr  James  of  Birmingham, 
speaking  once  in  Exeter  Hall,  stated  that  he  knew  of  one  widowed  mother 
with  eight  children  dependent  mainly  on  the  labours  of  her  oldest  son. 
This  young  man  was  converted,  and  resolved  to  become  a missionary  to 
the  heathen,  and  when  he  told  his  mother  she  at  once  said,  “ Go,  my  son ; 
the  God  of  Providence,  who  has  put  this  into  your  heart,  is  able  and  will 
be  willing  to  support  me.”  (Cheers.)  The  second  son  was  also  converted, 
and  desired  to  follow  his  brother.  She  said  to  him  also — “ Go,  my  son, 
and  if  ever  you  wish  to  bring  the  head  of  your  mother  with  sorrow  to  the 
grave,  behave  in  a way  unworthy  of  a Christian  missionary.”  That  was 
surely  the  sublime  of  moral  or  spiritual  heroism.  There  are  mothers  and 
fathers  here  this  night,  and  I pray  God  that  the  spirit  of  this  mother  may 
be  breathed  into  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  Upon  this  point,  there  are  some  per- 
haps who  might  turn  round  on  me  and  say, — “ Why  don’t  you  set  the  ex- 
ample, and  go  yourself?”  Excuse  me,  this  is  an  ecclesiastical  assembly,  but 
still  it  is  an  assembly  of  human  beings.  Excuse  me,  therefore,  when,  in  my 
weakness  or  folly,  I speak  as  a man,  since  I believe  this  to  be  a vital  subject 
to  the  well-being  of  the  Church  at  home.  The  older  members,  the  fathers 
and  brethren  here  present,  know  me ; I would  not  need  to  make  such  a 
remark  to  them,  for  they  know  me  better.  But  others  who  do  not  know 
me  may  perhaps  wonder  that  I am  speaking  here  this  night  and  not  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges  ? Let  me  say  then  in  one  word  : — Renovate,  if 
you  can,  a constitution  which  already  has  been  repeatedly  shattered  in 
tropical  climes  : Restore  me,  if  you  can,  such  a reasonable  portion  of 
health  and  strength  as  would  lead  me  war  rant  ably  to  expect  to  be  able  to 
work  to  any  good  purpose  there  again — do  that,  and  I tell  you  solemnly 
there  is  not  an  amount  of  moral  suasion  in  the  Free  Church,  or  wealth 
within  the  bounds  of  the  British  empire,  that  could  detain  me  in  Scotland. 
(Great  cheeiing.)  I have  had  ties  in  Scotland,  and  I know  the  poignancy, 
the  anguish,  and  heart-breaking  connected  with  tearing  one’s  self  away 
from  these  ties ; but  when  my  mind  was  made  up,  thirty-seven  years  ago, 
that  it  wras  my  duty  to  leave  home  with  all  its  endearing  associations,  and 
take  a plunge  in  the  dark  into  the  realms  of  heathenism,  God  who  put 
that  into  my  mind,  put  it  also  into  my  heart  to  tear  myself  away  from 
the  sobs  and  sighs  of  weeping  parents,  and  brother,  and  sisters,  and  sur- 
rounding friends.  And  when  compelled,  against  my  own  will,  to  return 
for  a season  for  the  recruiting  of  my  lost  health,  He  enabled  me  a second 
time  to  tear  myself  away  not  only  from  these,  but  from  my  own  children. 
I have  no  such  ties  in  this  country  now.  There  are  children  still ; but 
they  are  now  grown  up,  and  God  Almighty  having  graciously  made  them 
His  own,  has  provided  for  them,  so  that  my  mind  is  relieved  from  all 
apprehension  on  that  score.  I have  still  many,  many  kind  friends  in. this 
country;  God  be  praised  for  it;  but  the  distance  across  continents  and 
oceans  would  not  dissolve  the  bonds  of  true  friendship.  I have  no 
home  in  this  country  now.  I feel  as  an  expatriated  exile  in  my  own 
native  land  ; I never  can  feel  myself  at  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Forth 


as  I was  wont  to  do  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  I have  no  home,  in 
the  true  and  proper  sense  of  that  expressive  term.  I have,  through  the 
munificence  of  Christian  friends,  a residence  of  my  own,  but  it  is,  after  all, 
but  a cold  and  desolate  lodging-house,  not  a real  home.  I have  no  ties 
to  detain  me  a day  in  this  land — no  ties  beyond  the  dust  of  my  fathers, 
and  the  precious  dust  of  one,  my  bosom  friend,  my  faithful  counsellor,  and  in 
quiet,  noiseless,  and  unobtrusive  ways  of  sympathy  and  consolation,  the  light 
of  my  eyes  and  often  the  very  strength  of  my  right  arm  ! But  it  matters 
little  whether  one’s  ashes  repose  in  the  Grange  Cemetery,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Forth;  or  in  the  alluvial  deposits  of  Bengal,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges! 
On  the  resurrection  mom,  when  the  last  trumpet  sounds,  that  which  was 
sown  in  dishonour  shall  be  raised  in  glory ; this  corruptible  shall  put  on 
incorruption,  and  this  mortal  immortality.  And  then  shall  the  saying  be 
verified,  that  “death-divided  friends  at  last  shall  meet  to  part  no  more.”  I 
have,  therefore,  no  ties  to  detain  me  here  now;  and  if  this  Assembly  will  not 
help  in  getting  the  men  who  shall  go  forth  to  work — if  the  supply  is  exhausted 
— if  they  are  not  to  be  found ; if  the  Church  is  obliged  to  confess  to  the 
Foreign  Missions  Committee  that  they  are  not  to  be  had,  and  that,  therefore, 
one  or  more  of  our  mission  stations  must  be  abandoned — if  this  is  to  be 
formally  acknowledged,  and  the  proclamation  is  to  be,  that,  as  we  can  no 
longer  get  men  to  go  forth  to  work,  we  must  be  satisfied  to  get  men  to  go 
forth  as  witnesses  or  martyrs,  ready  to  die,  and  in  dying  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  grandeur  of  the  missionary  enterprise ; if  such  is  to  be  the  announcement 
issued  this  night — and  if  I know  my  own  heart,  I will  be  the  first  to  offer 
my  services ; ready  to  start  and  without  del  a}' — ready,  like  a celebrated 
countryman  of  our  own,  who,  when  told  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
his  services  were  wanted  by  bis  Queen  in  a desperate  crisis  of  affairs  in 
India,  and  was  asked  when  he  would  be  ready  to  go,  with  the  promptness 
of  a loyal  soldier,  answered,  “ To-morrow;”  and  on  the  morrow  he  was  off! 
So  (turning  round  to  the  Moderator)  let  it  be  authoritatively  announced 
by  you,  sir,  from  that  chair,  this  night,  that  workers  are  not  to  be  found, 
and  that  martyrs  henceforth  will  suffice  ; and  then,  God  helping  me,  I am 
ready  to  make  the  same  reply  as  the  noble  soldier  who  now  sleeps  with 
his  fathers,  and  to  say,  “ I will  be  off  to-morrow.”  (Great  sensation.) 
I pray  God  this  matter  may  sink  deep  into  the  hearts  of  many  parents, 
that  ministers  may  lay  it  to  heart,  that  students  of  theology  may  know 
what  the  world  is  thinking  of  them,  that  professors  of  theology  may  know 
what  the  world  is  expecting  of  them.  (Dr  Duff  was  here  compelled  to 
solicit  a breathing  space  to  recover  from  his  exhaustion.) 

The  Rev.  Mr  Blake,  formerly  missionary,  Madras,  was  introduced,  and 
briefly  addressed  the  Assembly.  He  said,  though  driven  from  the  field 
by  the  hand  of  disease,  he  was  not  at  all  discouraged  regarding  the  work 
in  any  of  its  departments.  Since  the  time  when  that  noble  triumvirate, 
Anderson,  Johnstone,  and  Braidwood,  dealt  such  a blow  to  the  idolatry 
of  Madras,  as  it  would  never  recover  from,  their  missionaries  had  boldly 
and  vigorously,  and  without  interruption,  pushed  forward  the  work.  Of 
the  thousands  of  young  men  who  passed  through  their  schools,  they 
would  not  find  one  who  was  an  idolater  from  conviction,  and  in  the 
country  districts,  as  a result  of  the  preaching,  there  was  a prevailing  con- 
viction that  Christianity  would  soon  be  the  religion  of  India.  He  asked 
for  the  continued  prayers  and  sympathies  of  the  Church  for  Mr  Miller 
and  his  associates  in  Madras,  and  for  Dr  Paterson  and  his  coadjutors  in 
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the  medical  mission,  and  in  his  new  undertaking  of  a medical  college  for 
training  native  agents.  He  could  not  sit  down  without  giving  expression 
to  the  joy  he  felt  that  Dr  Duff  had  been  appointed  their  convener,  and 
he  was  sure  it  was  the  constant  prayer  of  all  their  missionaries  that  God 
would  spare  that  precious  life,  and  that  he  might  have  the  hearty  co-ope- 
ration in  the  schemes  so  dear  to  his  heart  of  eveiy  minister  and  every 
member  of  the  Free  Church.  (Applause.) 

Mr  Stewart,  from  Africa,  was  then  called  upon  to  speak.  On  rising, 
he  said  he  felt  a little  perplexed,  not  from  having  been  unexpectedly 
called  upon  to  address  the  House,  but  simply  because  in  the  few  minutes 
that  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  speak  no  fair  statement  could  be  made 
on  behalf  of  the  African  Mission  of  the  Free  Church.  As  soon  as  Dr  Duff 
re-entered  the  House  he  (Mr  Stewart)  would  stop  speaking.  He  would 
briefly  refer  to  the  report  they  had  had  presented  to  them,  which  in  a few 
figures,  showed  the  work  of  many  years.  They  had  heard  that  S66  members 
were  in  full  communion  with  the  Church,  representing  an  attendance  of 
somewhere  about  2700.  Now,  these  figures  w'ere  easily  and  quickly  told, 
but  he  wished  them  to  consider  them  in  this  light — namely,  the  amount  of 
spiritual  comfort  that  had  been  produced  in  many  a heart  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  missionaries.  How  many  had  thus  been  brought  to  live 
and  die  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  contributions  of  these  native 
churches  also  amounted  to  £326  for  this  present  year,  or  about  £100  for 
each  congregation,  over  which  an  ordained  missionary  was  placed.  Pros- 
pectively the  African  Mission  contemplated  three  things — first,  the  en- 
dowment of  the  seminary ; second,  the  establishment  of  a similar  institu- 
tion for  females,  though  on  a smaller  scale ; third,  the  establishment  of  a 
new*  mission  in  the  Transkei  territory.  As  to  the  first,  it  certainly  might 
well  surprise  the  members  of  this  House  to  learn  that,  by  perseverance 
and  comprehensiveness  of  plan  on  the  part  of  the  missionaries,  property 
in  value  to  the  amount  of  £12,000  had  been  secured.  This  was  chiefly 
in  lands,  buildings,  and  stock  of  various  kinds,  including  a printing  press. 
The  further  sum  of  £2500  was  necessary  to  complete  the  endowment 
even  to  its  present  partial  extent,  and  to  clear  off  a debt  existing  on  some 
of  the  land.  A plan  had  been  suggested  by  the  accountant  of  the  Church, 
and  approved  of  by  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  by  which  this  £2500 
might  be  given  as  a loan  by  friends  of  the  cause  at  home,  at  the  rate  say, 
of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  result  of  which  would  be  to  raise  the 
value  of  the  property  by  fully  £500  per  annum,  while  the  charge  of 
interest  would  amount  to  only  £125.  Whether  this  plan  would  succeed 
remains  to  be  seen.  Before  passing  from  the  subject  of  the  seminary, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  fact  that  the  balance 
in  its  favour  for  the  present  year  amounts  to  £1000,  and  that  the  whole 
sum  raised  in  South  Africa  was  £1450;  while  the  total  expense  of  the 
mission  was  in  round  numbers  £3500.  He  would  next  advert  to  the 
proposed  female  institution.  The  Glasgow  ladies  had  raised  over  £900, 
and  £100  more  was  needful  in  order  to  make  a beginning.  The  third 
objeet  about  to  be  carried  out  wras  the  proposed  Transkei  mission.  Here, 
again,  the  ladies  had  done  a considerable  part  of  the  work.  To  one  lady, 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  this  city,  this  mission  was  specially 
indebted.  She,  with  the  assistance  of  two  friends,  had  scattered  over  the 
country  some  1600  letters,  and  the  result  was  some  £820.  The  sum 
required  is  £1000.  lie  could  not  pass  from  this  without  expressing  his 
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great  admiration  for  those  who  formed  the  right  arm  of  the  missionary 
service  in  this  country — he  meant  the  ladies  of  this  Church.  (Applause.) 
He  would  say  to  his  Christian  friends  and  his  Christian  sisters  in  this 
country  to  do  their  work  in  the  proper  spirit,  and  he  would  have  many 
a hope  that  He  to  whom  it  was  offered  would  bless  it  abundantly  in  that 
country.  He  believed  there  was  a certain  quality  in  action  which  gave 
to  any  deed  performed  for  Christ’s  cause  not  only  an  unspeakable  value 
in  His  eyes,  but  made  the  deed  immeasurably  more  effective  for  good. 
This  something  was  love  to  Him.  It  was  this  that  made  the  act  of  Mary,, 
when  she  offered  the  alabaster  box  of  perfume,  so  precious.  It  was  this 
that,  as  Vinet  says,  makes  the  odours  of  that  perfume  escaping  from  that 
house  at  Bethany  still  float  through  the  world.  And  if  this  work  by 
these  Christian  ladies  was  done,  as  he  believed  it  was,  in  this  spirit,  then 
when  those  churches  were  erected  in  the  pleasant  valleys  of  the  Trans- 
kei,  they  would  appear  in  his  eyes  as  the  monuments  of  the  love  of 
Christian  women  in  this  country  to  their  Saviour,  whom  they  had  not 
seen.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  was  now  about  to  bid  farew'ell  to  Scot- 
land for  a time.  His  prospects  caused  him  no  regret,  except  a measure 
of  anxiety  for  results.  He  wranted  these  on  as  large  a scale  as  possible. 
He  hoped,  if  spared  in  God’s  good  providence,  to  return  again  to  this 
country.  And  while  he  would  not  anticipate,  he  could  not  resist  the  im- 
pression that,  if  spared  to  return,  he  would  hardly  find  the  places  in  this 
House  filled  as  they  now  are.  There  would  be  the  inevitable  changes  of 
this  changeful  life.  But  this  should  only  draw  all  our  hearts  away  more 
steadily  to  that  dear,  dear  country,  for  which  Christian  hearts  long,  and 
pant,  and  yearn ; the  mention  of  whose  glory,  as  Bernard  long  ago  did 
say — 

“ Is  unction  to  the  breast, 

And  medicine  in  sickness, 

And  life,  and  love,  and  rest ; 

“ that  country  into  which  no  enemy  enters,  and  from  which  no  friend  ever 
departs.” 

Dr  Duff  then  resumed — He  proceeded  to  advocate  the  movement  on 
behalf  of  a Missionary  Professorship,  with  a view  to  infuse  the  Missionary 
spirit  into  the  minds  of  our  students  and  young  ministers,  and  through 
them  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  so  secure  a larger  supply  alike 
of  men  and  pecuniary  means.  The  idea,  he  went  on  to  remark,  of  an 
institution  which  might  prove  a nursery  of  evangelists,  is  by  no  means 
a new  one.  Some  of  the  monasteries  of  the  middle  ages  were  of  this  de- 
scription. Of  these,  the  most  notable  example  to  us  was  that  of  Iona. 
The  Capitular  Bodies  connected  with  old  Cathedrals  were,  in  their  origin, 
established  largely  for  a similar  purpose.  In  more  recent  times,  when  the 
Dutch  threatened  to  monopolise  the  commerce  of  the  east  and  of  the  west, 
a missionary  seminary  was  projected,  in  1612,  at  Leyden,  by  Walaeus, 
Professor  of  Theology,  of  which  he  himself  became  the  first  Principal.  In 
1677,  Dr  Hyde,  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  proposed  that  one  of 
the  halls  in  that  seminary- should  be  set  apart  as  a Missionary  College, 
with  the  name  of  Collegium  de  Propaganda  Fide.  In  1695,  the  cele- 
brated Dean  Prideux  made  a similar  proposal  to  Archbishop  Tenison, 
accompanying  his  written  argument  in  its  favour  with  the  weighty  and 
substantial  one  of  £100.  About  the  beginning  of  last  century,  in  1716,  Mr 
Stevenson,  Chaplain  at  Madras,  pleaded  earnestly  for  the  erection  of  colleges 


in  Europe,  for  training  missionaries,  and  teaching  some  of  the  languages  that 
are  necessary  to  them.  Practically,  however,  very  little  appears  to  have  come 
out  of  all  these  proposals.  In  the  meanwhile,  Rome,  priding  herself  on  her 
missionary  zeal,  as  one  of  the  marks  of  a true  church,  has  in  this  direction, 
with  her  wonted  sagacity,  greatly  outstripped  the  languid  efforts  of  Pro- 
testantism. In  1622,  was  founded  by  Pope  Gregory  XV.,  the  famous 
Collegio  de  Propaganda  Fide.  To  prove  that  its  object  is  not  regarded 
as  one  of  secondary  importance  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  it  has  a cardinal 
for  its  secretary ; its  business  is  managed  by  a committee  of  ten  or  twelve 
cardinals ; and  a report  of  its  proceedings  is  given  in  every  Sunday  to  the 
Pope.  It  has  a library  of  30,000  volumes;  and  about  120  students,  re- 
presenting almost  all  the  nationalities  on  earth.  During  the  Epiphany 
week,  which  is  the  Missionary  week  in  Rome,  a Missionary  sermon  is 
preached  every  day  in  one  or  other  of  the  leading  languages  of  Europe. 
In  the  same  week  is  held,  for  two  days,  the  Feast  of  Languages,  attended 
by  cardinals,  monsignores,  and  visitors  from  all  nations,  when  students 
recite  speeches  and  poetry  in  their  several  vernacular  tongues,  relating  to 
the  work  of  missions  as  the  result  of  Christ’s  manifestation  to  the  Gentiles. 
Two  years  ago,  a friend  of  my  own  attended  on  one  day,  and  he  heard  re- 
citations in  thirty-two  different  languages — visitors  being  furnished  with 
Italian  translations  of  what  was  recited.  Is  there  not  something  in  all 
this  more  than  enough  to  raise  the  cold  and  stagnant  blood  of  Protestant- 
ism from  the  freezing  to  the  boiling  point  ? It  is  true  that  some  of  our 
great  English  Missionary  Societies  have  had,  and  still  have,  institutions  for 
the  qualifying  of  men  for  the  mission  field.  But,  hitherto,  these  have 
been  seminaries  for  general  instruction  fully  as  much  as  for  special  training. 
And  herein,  chiefly,  does  their  defectiveness  lie.  Earnest  pious  young 
men  are  often  taken  in  without  being  sufficiently  grounded  in  any  school. 
And,  what  between  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  their  previous  imperfect 
education,  full  justice  cannot  be  done  eitlier  to  general  or  special  studies. 
In  this  way  the  standard  of  general  education — literary,  scientific,  philo- 
sophical, and  theological — is  apt  to  be  really  different  for  the  home  minis- 
ter and  the  foreign  missionary;  and  that  for  the  latter  tends  to  become 
inferior  to  what  is  considered  absolutely  necessary  for  the  former.  Now, 
such  a disparity  I have,  with  my  whole  head  and  heart,  all  along  vehe- 
mently deprecated.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  any  difference  at  all  were  to  be 
tolerated,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  ought  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  enhanced  standard  of  attainment  indispensable  for  the  foreign  mis- 
sionary— and  especially  for  the  missionary  to  India  or  China,  or  the 
dominions  of  the  False  Prophet.  Let  me  not  be  mistaken.  There  are  de- 
partments of  labour  connected  with  the  foreign  field,  and  more  particularly 
in  certain  regions  of  earth,  in  which  pious  men  of  humble  attainments  might 
render  good  service.  And  let  those  of  this  description  who  are  animated 
by  the  love  of  Christ  and  of  souls,  by  all  means,  go  forth  in  the  name  and 
strength  of  the  Lord.  But  at  present  I am  speaking  solely  of  the  highest 
class  of  labourers — ordained  missionaries.  As  to  them,  their  general 
qualifications,  of  every  kind,  cannot  be  too  high.  And  these  are  to  be 
best  acquired  in  the  public  schools  and  colleges  where  our  home  ministers 
are  trained.  It  is  on  this  account  that  I would  have  our  candidates  for 
the  mission  field,  pass  through  the  entire  curriculum  of  study  prescribed 
to  candidates  for  the  home  ministry;  and  would  not  brook  any  inequality 
in  courses  of  study.  Hence  the  proposal  to  secure  a Missionary  Professor- 


ship  in  connexion  with  our  existing  Theological  Halls.  With  me  the  idea  is 
not  one  of  yesterday.  Having  sadly  felt  the  want  of  such  a provision  in  my 
student  days,  I was  led,  on  the  tidings  of  the  resolution  to  establish  the 
New  College  reaching  Calcutta  after  the  Disruption,  to  write  to  one  whose 
memory  is  savoury  to  us  all — the  late  Dr  Gordon,  then  convener  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Committee — suggesting  the  founding  of  a new  Chair  of 
Evangelistic  Theology ; adding  that,  to  my  own  mind,  it  was  an  anomaly 
under  the  sun,  that  the  Saviour’s  parting  commission,  in  which  was  com- 
prehensively wrapt  up  the  end  and  object  of  His  incarnation,  life,  sacri- 
ficial death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  into  glory,  should  be  the  only 
subject  for  which  no  distinct  provision  was  made  in  the  lectureships  of 
our  Theological  Halls ! But  the  idea  seemed  a new  one ; and  the  time  was 
not  ripe  for  its  practical  adoption.  When  last  at  home,  I spoke  to  some  of 
our  leading  men,  now  in  glory,  on  the  subject ; but  the  time  had  not  yet 
come.  On  assuming  the  office  now  committed  to  me  through  your  kind- 
ness, in  consequence  of  my  necessitated  return  owing  to  the  effects  of 
severe  tropical  maladies,  I felt  intensely,  from  the  lack  of  candidates  for 
the  foreign  field,  and  the  lack  of  a lively  interest  in  missions  throughout 
the  Church,  that  the  time  had  come  for  reviving  the  old  contemplated 
measure  of  a Missionary  Professorship.  Domestic  affliction,  constant  re- 
lapses into  ill  health,  and  other  causes,  have  greatly  impeded  exertions  with 
a view  to  its  consummation.  But  matters  are  now  ripe,  in  the  good  provi- 
dence of  God,  for  adjudication  in  one  form  or  other.  Let  me,  then,  briefly 
state,  in  words  which  I have  employed  elsewhere,  the  leading  object  of  the 
proposed  Professorship.  It  is,  truly,  of  a broad  catholic  comprehensive 
kind,  viz.,  to  unfold  from  the  Bible,  and  vindicate  God’s  grand  design  with 
reference  to  the  redemption  of  a lost  wTorld,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile, 
through  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  regenerat- 
ing influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; to  expound  and  enforce,  from  the  pre- 
cepts and  examples  recorded  in  Holy  Scripture,  the  duty  and  the  privilege 
of  all  true  believers  to  assist,  by  means  of  prayer,  counsel,  pecuniary  con- 
tribution, and  personal  services,  in  the  promotion  of  this  Divine  design; 
and,  from  the  same  source  of  inspiration,  to  exhibit  the  varied  motives  and 
encouragements  to  its  vigorous  prosecution,  till  the  whole  earth  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  and  glory  of  the  great  Jehovah.  By  way  of  illustrat- 
ing and  exemplifying  the  scriptural  design,  principles,  and  encouragements 
thus  set  forth,  vivid  sketches  ought  to  be  furnished  of  the  primitive  and 
apostolic  processes  of  evangelisation ; of  the  missions  of  the  Middle  Ages,  by 
which  Christianity,  though  considerably  degenerated  from  the  primitive 
model,  gained  notable  triumphs  over  various  barbarous  races : and  of  the 
world-wide  field  of  modem  missions,  in  which  the  gospel,  restored  to  its 
pristine  purity,  has  been  freely  offered  to  all  kindreds  and  nations  and 
tribes  and  peoples  on  the  face  of  the  habitable  globe.  In  addition  to  all 
this,  brief  outlines  ought  to  be  supplied  of  the  mythological  systems, 
superstitions,  and  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  leading  branches  of 
the  family  of  man ; with  notices  of  the  necessary  qualifications  of  those  who 
would  expect  to  labour,  with  hopeful  success,  amongst  them. 

The  great  object,  as  regards  the  professorship,  being  thus  to  unfold  the 
scriptural  principles  that  underlie  all  missions  to  the  unevangelised  masses, 
whether  home  or  foreign  ; to  enforce  the  duties  and  privileges  connected 
with  the  furtherance  of  them ; and  to  infuse  a true  missionary  spirit ; — 
it  was  never  intended  that  any  such  portion  of  the  time  of  students  should 
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be  allotted  to  the  subject  as  would  in  any  way  materially  interfere  with, 
existing  arrangements.  Only  a small  proportion  of  them  would  ever  be 
expected  to  go  forth  into  the  mission  field ; but  it  is  believed  that  minis- 
terial services  at  home  would  be  vastly  augmented  in  efficiency,  were  all 
pastors  imbued  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Christian  missions.  The 
number  of  lectures,  to  be  delivered  at  the  outset  and  at  the  close  of  the 
theological  curriculum,  must  therefore  be  regulated  wholly  by  circum- 
stances ; attendance  upon  them  would  not  necessarily  involve  any  prepara- 
tions in  the  way  of  private  reading  for  examination  either  by  the  professor 
or  by  a board ; while  the  particular  times  set  apart  for  the  delivery  of  the 
lectures  would  be  determined  entirely,  under  the  authority  of  the  Assem- 
bly, by  a mutual  understanding  between  the  professors  of  our  different 
theological  halls, — since  an  essential  part  of  the  scheme  is,  that  while  the 
professor  should  be  a member  of  the  senatus  of  our  principal  college — the 
New  College,  Edinburgh — he  should  lecture  also,  from  time  to  time  on 
subjects  connected  with  the  duty  and  privilege  of  spreading  the  gospel 
throughout  the  world,  in  the  other  colleges. 

So  much  for  the  professorship.  But,  apart  altogether  from  the  Col- 
lege Professorship,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a supplementary  Mis- 
sionary Institute,  in  which  all  specific  instruction  or  special  training , 
intended  for  those  who  may  offer  their  personal  services  for  the  mis- 
sion-field, may  be  given.  The  want  of  such  special  instruction  and 
training  hitherto  has  been  severely  felt.  Speaking  from  experience, 
I can  testify  that,  in  going  originally  to  India  nearly  forty  years  ago, 
it  seemed  impossible  to  meet  anybody  who  could  tell  anything  worth 
hearing  about  the  missionary  aspects  of  the  country  and  its  people. 
My  difficulties  in  working  my  way  into  an  acquaintance  with  the  histori- 
cal, and  other  peculiarities,  as  well  as  mental,  moral,  social,  and  religious 
habitudes  of  the  different  races  and  castes,  were  simply  prodigious.  What 
hours  and  days  of  unproductive  research,  of  aimless  and  profitless  reading, 
of  earnest  but  fruitless  inquiry,  did  the  want  of  previous  training  involve  ! 
Such  personal  experience  naturally  suggested,  that  if  a commensurate 
agency  were  organised  at  home,  to  initiate  young  men  into  the  elements 
of  the  varied  acquisitions  needful  for  early  and  effective  labour  abroad,  it 
would  be  a mighty  achievement.  From  the  want  of  such  preliminary  train- 
ing at  home,  numbers  go  forth,  under  every  imaginable  disadvantage — 
without  any  proper  furniture  of  inind  or  any  suitable  armour,  to  enable 
them  successfully  to  grapple  with  the  opposing  hosts  of  heathenism. 
Under  the  pressure  of  heavy  duties,  and  the  enervating  influences  of  a 
tropical  clime,  many,  after  some  vigorous  efforts  at  the  outset,  to  obtain  a 
mastery  of  the  varied  knowledge  required,  abandon  the  attempt  in  despair. 
Often,  very  often,  ere  they  find  themselves  qualified  to  enter  with  effect 
on  their  great  work,  health  is  broken,  and  they  are  compelled  to  retire 
from  the  field — with  only  the  melancholy  reflection  that  time,  health,  and 
money,  have  been  uselessly  thrown  away.  Now,  it  is  to  save  much  of 
all  this  terrible  waste,  that  the  establishment  of  a supplementary  Mission- 
ary Institute  is  contemplated,  altogether  apart  from  the  College  Professor- 
ship. This  implies  a suitable  building,  with  a hall  for  public  lectures  on 
missionary  homiletics,  and  other  kindred  subjects ; with  class-rooms  in 
which  the  elements  of  different  languages  might  be  taught,  as  well  as  sys- 
tematic readings  carried  on.  in  connexion  with  the  geography,  history, 
ethnology,  mythology,  habits,  manners,  and  practices  of  unevangclised 
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peoples  and  nations.  It  is  interesting  here  to  note  that  there  are  in  this 
country  now  returned  missionaries,  and  military  and  civil  officers  from 
India,  who  had  made  acquaintance  with  one  or  other  of  the  languages 
spoken  in  that  great  country.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  in  Edin- 
burgh, at  this  moment,  we  might  get  almost  every  one  of  the  leading 
languages  of  India  taught  gratuitously  to  young  men  willing  to  go  to  that 
mission-field.  And  what  an  advantage  and  encouragement  it  would  be 
for  a young  missionary  to  be  able  to  speak,  however  imperfectly,  yet  some- 
what intelligently,  to  a native  of  India  from  the  first  day  he  set  his  foot 
on  the  Indian  shore  ? Returned  missionaries  from  China,  South  Africa, 
West  Africa,  and  other  regions  of  the  earth,  might  also  give  instructions  in 
their  respective  languages.  It  is  also  intended  that  in  the  institute  there 
should  be  rooms  in  which  students,  candidates  for  the  mission  field,  might 
temporarily  lodge,  and  be  trained  under  the  eye  of  some  returned  missionary ; 
and  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to  have  retired  and  disabled  mis- 
sionaries with  their  wives  and  families  accommodated  with  apartments  in 
the  institute ; their  experience  would  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the 
young  men.  (Applause.)  If  this  system  were  fully  carried  out,  I would 
have  provision  for  home  missions  as  well  as  foreign.  Mr  M‘Coll,  Mr 
Tasker,  Mr  Wilson,  Fountainbridge,  and  others  might  come  and  lecture 
to  students  or  others  not  students,  and  imbue  them  with  the  spirit  of 
home  missionary  enterprise.  Men  returned  from  missions  to  the  Jews 
and  to  the  colonies ; from  Italy  and  the  continent  of  Europe,  could  give 
the  fruits  of  their  experience.  The  ex  officio  head  of  such  an  institute 
would  naturally  be  the  Professor  of  Evangelistic  Theology. 

Reserving  the  Institute  Building  for  a subsequent  effort,  Dr  Duff 
then  spoke  of  the  pecuniary  difficulty  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  new  professorship,  which,  as  he  said,  must  be  endowed, 
so  as  not  to  disturb,  or  in  any  way  interfere,  with  existing  pecuniary 
arrangements.  After  some  preliminary  remarks  on  this  point,  he  said — A 
few  persons  have  been  applied  to  privately,  and  as  the  result  of  corre- 
spondence and  private  interviews,  I am  in  circumstances,  this  night,  to 
make  a satisfactory  announcement  to  this  Assembly.  Last  year,  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  before  the  Assembly,  and  handed  over  to  a joint  body, 
consisting  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Committees,  with  the  Professors  and 
College  Committee.  These  met  together  and  deliberated,  and  came  to  the 
final  conclusion  that  they  ought  unanimously  to  recommend  the  Assembly 
to  institute  a Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology.  The  recommendation  is 
before  the  House  this  night.  And  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  take 
decisive  action  in  the  matter,  I am  warranted  to  make  the  announcement 
in  the  name  of  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  gentlemen,  several  of  them — indeed, 
I may  say,  the  major  part  of  them — not  members  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  at  all — I am  authorised,  I say,  in  their  name  to  declare  that  if  the 
General  Assembly  see  its  way  to  the  institution  of  this  Chair  of  Evangelistic 
Theology,  they  are  willing  at  once  to  come  down  with  £10,000  for  a com- 
plete and  permanent  endowment.  (Great  applause.)  This  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  has  had  many  compliments  paid  to  it,  but  I do  not  know  whether 
any  greater  compliment  than  this  was  ever  paid  to  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  is 
not  every  day  that  £10,000  will  drop  as  if  from  the  clouds  on  the  General 
Assembly.  The  meaning  of  the  movement  on  the  part  of  the  generous 
donors  is  obvious  : — It  is  this — some  of  them  have  been  in  India,  and  have 
themselves  noticed  the  wants  I have  hinted  at ; the  rest  have  fully  recog- 
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nised  their  existence  ; and  all  feeling  deeply  the  importance  of  supplying 
them,  have,  in  effect,  said  : — “ Most  of  us  are  not  members  of  your  Church, 
but  we  know  it  through  your  missions;  we  have  confidence  in  these  mis- 
sions, and  in  the  Church  which  has  such  missions ; we  have  confidence  in 
the  orthodoxy  of  your  Church,  and  we  have  some  guarantee  for  the  per- 
manency of  that  orthodoxy  in  these  changeable  times.  (Hear,  hear.)  We 
have  such  confidence  in  your  Church  and  in  your  missions  that, — for  the 
establishment  of  a Professorship,  whose  prelections,  conducted  on  the  great 
catholic  principles  of  our  common  Christianity,  may  stimulate  and  benefit 
the  cause  of  all  evangelical  missions, — we  are  ready  unconditionally  to 
place  at  your  disposal  the  sum  of  £10,000.”  (Cheers.) 

If  there  be  a Church  under  the  sun  that  ought  to  come  forward  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  and  hail  the  opportunity  of  having  such  a professorship, 
it  is  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  For  three  centuries  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land has  fought  many  of  the  noblest  battles  of  the  faith.  The  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Church  is  the  most  characteristic  institution  of  Scotland,  far 
more  so  than  all  our  Parliaments  and  Courts  of  Session.  I believe  the 
history  of  the  leading  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land would  be  one  of  the  most  noble  histories  of  the  world.  The  historian 
of  the  Westminster  Assembly  sleeps,  alas,  with  his  fathers ; but  we  have 
still  among  us  the  historian  of  the  Ten  Years’  Conflict — (cheers) — and  in 
his  latter  days,  if  he  would  turn  his  attention  to  the  doings  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  three  hundred  years,  I think  the  graphic  narrative  of  them, 
with  photographic  sketches  of  the  chief  actors,  would  be  an  epic  poem  in 
prose,  if  written  as  he  could  write  it.  (Cheers.)  I say,  then,  this  Assembly 
is  the  very  Assembly  to  take  up  such  a subject  in  right  earnest ; and  all 
the  more  earnestly,  when  we  duly  consider  the  distinctive  object  of  the 
Ten  Years’  Conflict.  The  grand  and  central  principle  or  doctrine,  the 
resolute  maintenance  of  which  led  to  the  Disruption  of  1843 — the  doctrine, 
on  whose  account  voluntary  sacrifices  have  been  made  on  a scale  of  na- 
tional magnitude,  which,  relatively  to  the  extent  of  our  territory  and  the 
number  of  our  people,  may  well  be  said  to  be  without  a parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  world — the  doctrine,  the  triumphant  vindication  of  which, 
in  the  face  of  all  the  antagonistic  powers  of  tbe  State,  gives  to  this  Church 
an  indisputable  claim  to  be  regarded  as  the  true  Reformed  National  Church 
of  Scotland — the  doctrine,  the  establishment  of  which  was  so  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  our  people,  that,  rather  than  surrender  it,  thousands  would  have  been 
ready,  like  their  fathers,  to  face  the  stakes  and  the  scaffolds  of  mart yrdom  : 
— was  none  other  than  that  ot  the  sole  supreme  Headship  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  over  his  own  Church,  and  over  all  things  to  the  Church  ; in- 
cluding, therefore,  His  Headship  over  principalities  and  powers,  as  well  as 
His  Kingship  over  the  nations.  Such  then  being,  in  a peculiar  and  pre- 
eminent sense,  the  distinguishing  doctrine  of  this  Church,  is  not  thus 
Free  Church  of  Scotland  bound  to  maintain  its  own  doctrine  practi- 
cally by  carrying  out  the  last  command  of  the  Saviour — “ Go  ye  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature” — the  meaning  of 
which  is — “ I am  not  only  the  sole  Head  of  the  Church,  but,  for  the 
Church,  King  and  Governor  among  the  nations  : but  the  nations  are 
still  in  rebellion  against  me ; go  then  in  my  name,  and  quell  this 
rebellion,  and  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  in  your  hand,  cease  not 
from  the  contest  till  you  have  brought  every  rebel  on  the  globe  under  sub- 
jection.’’ What  is  this,  but  in  other  words,  to  say, — “ Go,  and  in  my 
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name,  under  my  authority,  and  by  the  promised  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
evangelise  all  nations.”  I entreat  you  to  lay  this  to  heart.  We  are  on 
our  trial  at  this  moment ; our  credit,  our  honour,  our  consistency  are  on 
trial.  Nothing  has  so  astonished  me  since  my  return  to  this  country  as 
this,  that  while  the  glorious  doctrine  of  Christ's  Headship  and  Kingship  is 
faithfully  avowed,  so  little  is  done  for  giving  it  practical  effect  over  all  the 
world.  To-night,  you  have  heard  that  some  who  hold  this  doctrine,  show 
the  sincerity  of  their  profession  and  the  amount  of  their  obedience  to  their 
Saviour-King  by  giving  half-a-farthing  annually,  and  others  nothing  at  all, 
for  the  inculcation  and  extension  of  it  among  the  nations  ! God  will  have  a 
controversy  with  us  if  we  do  not  awake  to  a more  faithful  discharge  of  duty 
in  this  respect.  People  ask  why  it  is  that  there  is  so  much  spiritual  decay 
and  death  among  us.  There  are  many  causes  at  work  to  account  for  this  de- 
clension ; but  I hold  that  now  indicated  to  be  one  of  them  ; — for  if  the  evan- 
gelisation of  the  world  by  His  Church  be  the  command  of  the  Saviour,  and 
we  practically  neglect  it,  how  can  we  expect  His  blessing  ? Head  the  history 
of  the  Church  for  1S00  years.  Whenever  it  was  a missionary  Church,  it 
flourished,  but  whenever  it  neglected  the  Divine  command  with  reference 
to  the  evangelising  of  the  nations,  it  sunk  down  into  apathy  and  spiritual 
death,  and  gendered  all  descriptions  of  heresy  and  schism.  There  is  a 
vital  connexion  between  these  two  things — the  practical  maintenance  and 
extension  of  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ’s  Headship  and  Kingship  over  the 
whole  world,  and  the  vitality  of  spiritual  existence  in  the  Church  itself. 
Rise,  then,  to  the  height,  the  might,  the  dignity  and  glory  of  setting  an 
example  to  all  Christendom.  If  this  Professorship  and  Institute  be  estab- 
lished, and  properly  wrought  out,  it  may  become  a model  to  all  the 
churches  of  Christendom,  for  nothing  of  precisely  the  same  kind  is  to  be 
found  in  Europe  or  America.  You  may  take  the  lead  among  the  Christian 
churches,  as  regards  the  evangelisation  of  the  world.  And  in  another 
aspect  of  it,  how  glorious  to  think  that  when  we  are  on  the  eve  of  being 
overwhelmed  by  deluges  of  Essay-and-Reviewism,  Colensoism,  Maurice- 
ism,  Stanleyism,  and  other  isms  nearer  home,  the  practical,  effective, 
and  defiant  answer  of  this  Church,  to  all  these  and  other  similar  error- 
isms  is  this, — “We  believe  in  the  Bible — the  whole  Bible,  as  Divine;  we 
believe  in  its  plenary  inspiration  as  an  absolute  revelation  from  God ; and 
we  are  determined  to  establish  this  Professorship  for  the  express  purpose 
of  rearing  up  young  men,  who  at  home  and  abroad  shall  authoritatively 
proclaim  these  great  and  vital  truths,  in  the  face  of  all  the  heresy-mongers 
on  earth.”  (Cheers.)  Would  to  God,  then,  that  one  and  all  would  awake 
and  arise  to  the  height  and  glory  of  this  great  undertaking ! Would 
to  God  that  this  night  one  spirit  pervaded  every  soul  here,  so  that  every 
one  might  feel  really  and  truly  that  the  Church  is  on  its  trial,  and  that 
it  will  depend  very  much  on  the  resolution  of  this  night  whether  the  Free 
Church  is  to  hold  its  high  position  among  the  nations,  or  is  to  lapse  back 
into  something  secondary  and  subordinate,  and  end  in  being  nothing  at  all. 
Oh,  dear  fathers  and  brethren,  would  to  God  I could  speak  as  my  heart  now 
prompts  me.  A voice  from  the  glorified  in  heaven,  the  perishing  on  earth, 
and  the  tormented  in  hell,  now  unites  in  propelling  us.  We  have  among 
us  material  resources  enough  and  to  spare.  I must  hold,  with  the  Bible 
in  my  hand,  that  any  one  of  our  principal  cities,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  or  Dundee,  could  maintain  all  our  existing  missions  and  even 
greatly  extend  them,  without  themselves  suffering  any  discomfort  or  loss. 
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(Cheers.)  What,  then,  might  not  the  whole  Church  accomplish,  if  all  gain 
were  consecrated  as  holiness  to  the  Lord  ? We  have  the  men  among  us 
also,  with  the  latent,  energies  yet  undeveloped,  in  the  strong  and  highly- 
cultivated  mental,  moral,  and  religious  soil  of  our  sturdy  national  char- 
acter. In  ages  long  gone  bye,  the  indomitable  spirit  of  civil  liberty 
embodying  itself  in  one  representative  man,  gave  us  the  mighty  Bruce  of 
Bannockburn  ! In  subsequent  ages  the  indomitable  spirit  of  religious 
liberty  embodying  itself  in  another  representative  man,  gave  us  the  still 
mightier  Knox  of  the  Reformation ! And  if  true  to  our  own  Creed  and 
Confession,  and  the  many  trophies  of  victory  already  achieved  by  this 
Church,  what  is  there  to  prevent  the  indomitable  spirit  of  an  aggressive 
evangelism  over  all  the  realms  of  heathenism,  embodying  itself  in  another 
representative  man,  who  would  be  a greater  hero  than  either  of  the  other 
two,  and  thus  give  us  a triumvirate  without  a parallel  among  the  nations  ? 
Looking  abroad  over  the  wide  world,  and  taking  note  of  the  seething, 
simmering  condition  of  its  peoples  and  races,  multitudinous  as  the  waves 
of  ocean,  may  we  not  truly  say — “Behold,  all  things  are  ready ;”  and  in 
words,  familiar  but  immortal,  though  employed  in  a higher  and  nobler  sense 
than  that  of  the  original,  be  warranted  to  exclaim,  in  the  face  of  the  angry 
nations, — 

“ Now ’s  the  day  and  now ’s  the  hour — 

See  the  front  of  battle  lour.” 

Yes,  in  the  visions  of  faith,  see  there  the  Prince  of  Darkness  behind  these 
turbid  and  tumultuous  elements,  with  his  hellish  legions,  a host  innu- 
merable as  the  stars  of  night,  holding  captive  the  hundreds  of  millions  of 
the  prostrate  nations,  and  feasting  and  rioting  on  the  groans  and  perdition 
of  their  immortal  souls.  See  yonder,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  visions’of 
faith,  the  great  ensign  of  Messiah,  blazing  aloft,  with  its  signal  and  watch- 
word summoning  us  to  instant  conflict,  under  the  conduct  of  our  adored 
Immanuel  and  His  countless  throng  of  cherubim  and  seraphim,  with  their 
celestial  minstrelsy,  “ breathing  heroic  valour  to  adventurous  deeds."  Ah  ! 
friends,  fathers  and  brethren,  what  then  ought  to  be  our  resolution  this 
night  1 Up — up  ; onward — onward,  be  our  world-wide  battle-cry,  under 
the  banner  and  leadership  of  our  Saviour-King ! On  His  head — ah,  that 
precious  head ! — already  are  many  crowns;  the  crown  of  dominion  over  the 
kingdoms  of  creation,  providence,  and  grace ; the  crown  of  dominion  over 
the  hierarchies  of  heaven,  and  the  potentates  of  hell;  the  crown  of  dominion 
over  the  Church  militant  on  earth,  and  the  Church  triumphant  in  glory. 
But  one  crown  is  wanting  still.  It  is  the  crown  of  all  the  earth  ; and  all 
here  present  this  night  may  be  privileged  to  share  in  the  unspeakable 
honour  of  placing  it  on  His  head.  Awake  then,  arise,  and  swearing  as  it 
were  by  Him  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  let  us  press  forward,  bearing 
aloft  the  standard  of  the  cross — resolved  that  we  shall  not  desist  or  pause 
in  our  onward  course  and  career  of  victory,  till  it  be  triumphantly  planted 
on  the  last  citadel  of  the  hitherto  unconqucred  realms  of  heathenism ; — 
when  all  kings  shall  fall  down  before  Him,  and  casting  their  sceptres  and 
diadems  and  all  other  emblems  of  earthly  royalty  at  His  feet,  shall  unite 
in  crowning  Him  Lord  of  All — 

“ Come  then,  and,  added  to  Thy  many  crowns, 

Receive  yet  one,  the  crown  of  all  the  earth, 

Thou  who  alone  art  worthy  ! It  was  Thine 
By  ancient  covenaut,  ere  Nature's  birth; 
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Ami  Thou  Last  made  it  Thiue  by  purchase  since, 

And  overpaid  its  value  with  Thy  blood. 

Thy  saints  proclaim  Thee  king ; and  in  their  hearts 
Thy  title  is  engraven  with  a pen 
Dipp’d  in  the  fountain  of  eternal  love. 

Thy  saints  proclaim  Thee  king ; and  Thy  delay 
Gives  courage  to  their  foes,  who,  could  they  see 
The  dawn  of  Thy  last  advent,  long  desired, 

■Would  creep  into  the  bowels  of  the  hills, 

And  flee  for  safety  to  the  falling  rocks.” 

(Loud  and  prolonged  applause,  amidst  which  Dr  Duff  was  assisted  out  of 
the  hall,  in  a state  of  extreme  exhaustion.) 

POSTSCRIPT. 

In  its  issue  of  June  7,  the  following  letter  appeared  iu  the  Daily  Review : 
— Sir, — In  the  caso  of  an  unwritten  address,  such  as  mine  of  Friday 
evening  last,  it  is  almost  inevitable  that  some  things  should  bo  omitted 
which  were  intended  to  be  expressed,  and  some  things  expressed  which 
were  never  intended  to  be  uttered.  Of  the  former  description,  allow  me, 
in  justice  to  the  parties  concerned,  to  mention  two. 

1st,  In  adverting  to  the  necessity  for  a general  mission  building  fund, 
I meant  to  have  announced  the  gratifying  fact  that,  by  the  last  Indian 
mail,  the  intelligence  reached  me  that  at  Nagpore,  Magor  Dangerfield  had 
made  over,  in  perpetuity  to  our  mission,  a substantial  edifice,  as  a dwel- 
ling-house for  our  European  teachers.  The  estimated  value  of  the  build- 
ing is  at  least  five  hundred  pounds  ! For  this  muuificeut  gift  the  Foreign 
Mission  Committee  and  the  Free  Church  at  large  are  under  great  obli- 
gations to  the  generous  and  gallant  officer. 

2d,  It  was  my  intention,  after  reading  the  quotations  from  the  re- 
markable address  of  Babu  Keshub  Chandra  Sen,  tbe  highly  gifted  head 
of  the  Party  of  Progress,  connected  with  the  Brahma  Samaj,  to  have 
stated  that,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  a worthy  advocate  and 
champion,  on  the  Christian  side,  had  appeared  in  the  person  of  the  Rev. 
Lai  Behari  De,  the  respected  pastor  of  our  native  mission  church,  Cal- 
cutta. After  Babu  Keshub’s  address  on  the  “ Present  Social  Crisis  in 
India,”  Mr  D6  announced  his  intention  of  delivering  an  address  on  the 
“ Defectiveness  of  Brahmanism.”  This  Brahmanism,  as  explained  the 
other  evening,  is  a system  of  pure  theism,  which  viewed  from  the 
Hindu  stand-point,  indicates  a great  stride  upwards  from  error  to 
truth ; but  which,  yiewed  from  the  Christian  stand-point,  must 
be  regarded  as  coming  far  short  of  the  heights  of  revealed  truth. 
This  latter  position  is  what  Mr  De  undertook  to  illustrate ; and 
what,  according  to  all  accounts,  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  with 
the  greatest  success.  He  commenced  the  delivery  of  his  lecture  in  the 
hall  where  such  lectures  were  wont  to  be  delivered.  But  he  was  soon 
unable  to  proceed,  owing  to  the  noise,  clamour,  and  confusion  of  the  vast 
numbers  outside  who  could  not  gain  admission.  The  lecture  was  conse- 
quently postponed;  the  use  of  a larger  hall  was  obtained,  and  the  lec- 
ture, agreeably  to  the  newspaper’s  report,  was  delivered  to  “ a crowd  of 
full  fifteen,  hundred  native  inquirers , probably  identical,  to  a considerable 
extent,  with  Keshub's  audience,"  while  the  large  hall  was  made  to  “ re- 
sound with  continued  bursts  of  applause.” 

Craving,  in  behalf  of  these  native  champions,  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
of  God’s  people, — that  the  one  may  be  mightily  upheld  in  that  gospel 
truth  to  which  he  has  already  attained,  and  that  the  other,  by  God's 
blessing,  may  speedily  and  fully  attain  to  it. — I am,  &c.,  Ales.  Duff. 

c 
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BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  THE  REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
TO  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH 
OF  SCOTLAND. 


Prefatory  Note. 

The  body  of  the  report  extends  to  ninety  pages,  consisting  chiefly  of 
interesting  and  important  facts  under  the  distinct  headings  of  “ Christian 
Education  for  Males;”  “Female  Education;”  “ Evangelistic  Operations 
apart  from  Education;”  “Medical  Missions,”  Arc.  The  appendix  extends 
to  thirty  pages,  consisting  chiefly  of  statistics.  To  reduce  so  vast  and 
voluminous  a mass  of  facts  within  a small  compass,  is  simply  impossible. 
Accordingly,  in  the  following  brief  summary,  only  a few  of  the  leading 
topics  are  cursorily  noticed. 

I. — HOME  PROCEEDINGS. 

“The  report  opens  with  a statement  of  the  finances.  The  ordinary 
revenue  for  the  year  ending  with  31st  March  was  £16,6G3,  Os.  Gd.,  and 
the  balance  in  favour  of  the  fund  was  £989,  14s.  3d.  This  balance,  how- 
ever, it  is  stated,  is  owing  to  vacancies  in  the  missionary  staff,  and  to  the 
relinquishment  by  the  convener  of  his  salary,  and  will  be  wholly  swallowed 
up  by  the  new  appointments  which  the  committee  trust  they  may  ere  long 
be  in  a position  to  make.  The  fund  shows  an  increase  on  all  the  sources 
of  revenue — viz.,  on  associations,  £361,  12s.  Gd. ; on  church-door  collec- 
tions, £80,  4s.  5d.  ; and  on  donations  and  legacies,  £244,  17s.  8d.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  scheme,  there  was  raised  by  the 
Ladies’  Society  for  Female  Education  in 'India  and  Kaflraria,  £2528,  15s, 
lOd.  ; for  repair  of  the  mission  premises  in  Bengal,  destroyed  by  the 
cyclone,  additional  to  the  sum  reported  last  year,  £463,  16s.  7d. ; contri- 
butions in  India  and  Kaflraria,  including  Government  grants-in-aid,  school 
fees  from  pupils,  subscriptions,  donations,  and  collections  from  European 
friends,  many  of  whom  are  Episcopalians,  £12,555,  13s.  5d.  ; and  special 
contributions  sent  direct  to  stations  from  Britain  and  Australia,  £628,  Is. 
7d — making  a grand  total  for  the  support  of  the  missions  of  £32,839, 
7s.  lid. 

“ Deaths. — The  lamented  deaths  of  Dr  Mackay  and  Mr  James  Mitchell 
of  Puna,  are  referred  to  in  appropriate  terms.  Respecting  these  honoured 
servants  of  Christ  full  notices  have  already  appeared  in  the  Decor J.  The 
report  also  records  the  death  of  Lady  Foulis,  who  from  the  first  was  one 
of  the  most  zealous,  liberal,  and  influential  supporters  of  the  Ladies’ 
Society  for  Female  Education  in  India  and  Kaflraria,  and  under  whose 
hospitable  roof  not  a few  ministers  and  missionaries  found  a genial  and 
Christian  home. 

“ Returns,  dr. — The  committee  report  with  regret  the  necessitated  re- 
turn, under  medical  certificate,  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Blake,  who  had 
laboured  with  unremitting  industry  and  many  palpable  tokens  of  success 
for  several  years  at  Madias,  and  latterly  at  Nellore,  until  fairly  prostrated 
by  disease.  Mrs  Cooper,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Cooper  of  Nagpore,  has 
also  been  obliged  to  return  for  a season  on  account  of  her  health. 

“ Convener's  Retiring  Allowance. — With  reference  to  the  concluding  part 


of  the  paragraph  in  the  deliverance  of  tho  last  General  Assembly  relative 
to  the  * Duff  Memorial  Fund/  the  report  states  that  the  convener,  while 
deeply  grateful  to  the  Assembly  for  their  great  kindness  in  desiring  that 
the  arrangement  connected  with  his  retiring  allowance,  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  last  year,  should  not  be  altered,  must  be  permitted,  with  all 
due  deference,  still  to  adhere  to  his  deliberate  resolution  to  decliue  accept- 
ing that  allowance  for  the  future. 

“ Appointments , c L-c. — The  Rev.  Robert  Angus  was  ordained,  on  10th 
July  last,  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  as  missionary  to  Puna,  and 
sailed,  along  with  Mrs  Angus,  in  one  of  the  ships  of  Messrs  George  Smith 
& Sons,  Glasgow,  arriving  safely  at  their  destination  on  21st  October. 
The  report  alludes  to  the  munificence  of  the  Messrs  Smith  in  conveying, 
free  of  all  cost  to  the  committee,  any  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Free 
Church  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  and  the  wives  and  children  of  mission- 
aries at  a greatly  reduced  rate.  Mr  Andrew  Smith,  a theological  student 
of  high  character  and  attainments,  was  appointed  to  a teachersliip  in  the 
Lovedale  Seminary,  and  sailed  from  Southampton  in  February  last.  The 
Government  of  Bengal  having  sanctioned  a grant  of  £456  per  annum  to 
be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  an  assistant  pro- 
fessor, either  in  literature  or  mathematics,  in  the  College  department  of 
the  Calcutta  Institution,  the  committee  appointed  to  this  important  situa- 
tion Air  Martin  Mount,  whose  testimonials  of  character  and  professional 
qualifications  are  of  the  highest  order.  Air  Alouat  is  expected  to  leave  in 
November,  so  as  to  enter  on  his  duties  as  assistant-professor  of  Alathe- 
matics,  at  the  commencement  of  next  session  in  January.  It  is  further 
stated  that  the  Rev.  James  Stewart,  whose  appointment  to  Kaffraria,  and 
ordination  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  were  noticed  in  last  report, 
expects  to  be  ready  to  start  for  his  destination  in  November  next, 

“ Associations,  ike. — A large  number  of  the  congregations  of  the  Church 
have  been  addressed,  and  conferences  with  office-bearers  and  collectors 
have  been  held  during  the  past  year,  with  the  view  of  furthering  the  in- 
terests of  the  Foreign  Alissions  scheme.  The  result  of  such  visitations  has 
been  the  awakening  of  a fresh  interest  in  missions  where  it  was  beginning 
to  languish  ; the  reviving  of  associations  which  had  become  practically 
defunct ; and  the  formation  of  about  twenty  new  associations  where  there 
had  never  been  any  before.  Dr  Alurray  Alitchell,  the  Rev.  Alessrs  Braid- 
wood,  Campbell,  Gardiner,  Alackintosh,  and  Fordyce,  Dr  George  Brown, 
and  Air  Young,  Association  Secretary,  have  taken  part  in  this  important 
work ; and  the  report  states  that  the  visits  of  these  brethren  were  every- 
where cordially  welcomed  by  ministers,  office-bearers,  and  people.  The 
resolutions  of  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  adopted  with  the  view  of  deepen- 
ing and  sustaining  an  interest  in  this  great  enterprise,  and  similar  resolu- 
tions by  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  were  sent  to  the  corresponding  members 
of  Presbyteries,  and  their  universal  adoption  by  the  sanction  and  deliver- 
ance of  the  Assembly  is  desired  by  the  committee.  In  order  to  turn  the 
services  of  the  corresponding  members  of  Synods  and  Presbyteries  to 
better  account,  ten  lay  members  of  the  committee  have  agreed  to  hold  oc- 
casional communication  with  them.  From  this  arrangement,  vigorously 
and  perseveringly  carried  out,  much  good  cannot  fail  but  to  accrue.  A pro- 
portion of  the  Glasgow  theological  students  having  generously  undertaken, 
during  the  vacation,  and  in  immediate  connexion  with  the  committee,  to 
address  any  congregations  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbyteries  in  which 
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they  reside,  the  committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  in  the  course  of  last 
summer  and  autumn  sixteen  congregations,  belonging  to  various  Presby- 
teries in  the  west,  were  addressed  on  the  subject  of  missions,  on  Sabbath 
evenings,  two  students  usually  taking  part  in  the  meeting.  At  the  close 
of  last  session  it  was  agreed  to  prosecute  this  scheme  during  the  present 
recess.  The  Quarterly  Paper,  for  distribution  by  the  collectors,  continues 
to  be  issued  with  good  effect.  The  circulation  of  the  Pecord  is  still  very 
far  short  of  what  it  ought  to  be,  and,  in  consequence,  all  the  enterprises 
of  the  Church  materially  suffer.  This  subject  is  one  to  which,  it  is  hoped, 
the  earnest  attention  of  ministers  will  be  called,  and  from  whom  sugges- 
tions might  be  obtained  with  a view  to  an  improved  plan  of  circulation 
which  might,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  gene- 
rally adopted. 

“ Societies. — The  Medical  Missionary  Society  and  the  Christian  Vernacu- 
lar Education  Society  continue  steadily  to  progress.  In  regard  to  the 
society  for  promoting  the  spiritual  welfare  of  Europeans  in  India,  it  is 
stated  that,  after  much  inquiry  and  correspondence  on  the  subject,  the 
society  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  promoting 
the  object  in  view,  would  be  to  raise  a fund  of  £2000,  and  send  out  a 
special  commissioner  to  India,  who  could  confer  with  Government  officials, 
as  well  as  with  the  heads  and  managers  of  railways  and  numerous 
other  companies ; visit  the  most  destitute  localities,  and  collect  statistics. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  year  a gentleman,  possessed  of  the  requisite 
qualifications  for  this  delicate  and  arduous  work,  placed  his  services  at  the 
disposal  of  the  committee.  Two  gentlemen  in  England  came  forward  with 
the  munificent  offer  of  £500  each  ; but  the  other  £1000  not  having  been 
secured,  the  fear  is  expressed  that  the  services  lately  available  may  be  lost 
to  the  society.  Regarding  the  Ladies’  ^Society  for  Female  Education  in 
India  and  Kaffraria,  it  is  stated  that  between  2000  and  3000  young 
females  are  under  daily  Christian  instruction,  in  connexion  with  the 
Church’s  Missions,  and  that  everywhere  new  doors  are  opening.  The  hope 
is  also  expressed  that  the  female  members  especially,  of  all  the  congrega- 
tions of  the  Church,  will  gladly  and  liberally  respond  to  the  calls  of  Pro- 
vidence. The  income  of  the  society  was  £2528,  15s.  10d.,  received  from 
the  members  of  about  300  congregations,  leaving  apparently  not  fewer  than 
556  congregations,  exclusive  of  stations,  who  do  nothing  for  the  elevation 
of  the  millions  of  poor  degraded  females  in  India  and  Africa. 

“ Widows'  Fund. — On  the  subject  of  the  Missionaries  Widows’  and 
Orphans'  Fund,  the  committee  regret  to  announce  that  nothing  satisfactory 
has  yet  been  accomplished ; and  that,  in  the  absence  of  a separate  fund, 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  the  small  annuities  from  the  general  fund,  the 
effect  of  which  is  to  limit  and  lessen  the  number  of  living  agents  who  might 
otherwise  be  supported  in  the  field. 

“Mission  Building  Fund. — The  committee,  after  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  in  all  its  aspects,  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  time 
has  come  when  a general  effort  ought  to  be  made  over  the  whole  Church 
towards  the  establishment  of  a General  Mission  Building  Fund,  by  dona- 
tions, legacies,  or  subscriptions,  spread  over  five  years,  as  was  done  in  the 
case  of  the  Church,  Manse,  and  School  Building  Funds,  and  that  the  effort 
should  be  made  on  such  a scale  as  not  to  need  to  be  repeated,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  greater  and  more  immediate  wants,  and  supplying  a small 
working  capital  to  meet  the  yearly  recurring  but  lesser  future  demands. 


It  appears  that  in  India  alone  nearly  twenty  dwellings  are  wanted  for  the 
European  missionaries  and  missionary  teachers,  besides  dwellings  for  most 
of  the  Christian  native  assistants ; that  Puna  imperatively  demands  an 
institution  building;  and  that  schools  and  chapels  are  asked  for  every- 
where, so  that  a fund  of  some  magnitude  is  required  to  meet  pressing  and 
immediate  necessities.  The  committee  express  the  earnest  hope  that  this 
important  subject  will  meet  with  the  sanction  and  approval  of  the 
Assembly,  and  that  it  will  be  remitted  to  the  committee  to  devise  and 
mature  a suitable  scheme  for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  object. 

“ Missionary  Professorship. — The  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  last 
General  Assembly  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  a Professorship  of  Evan- 
gelistic Theology,  and  Missionary  Institute,  report  that  at  a meeting  when 
the  proposal  was  maturely  considered,  and  after  various  statements  and 
explanations  by  Principal  Eairbairn,  Principal  Candlish,  Dr  Duff,  several 
of  the  professors,  and  others,  Dr  Begg  moved  ‘That  the  meeting  cordially 
approve  of  the  proposal  made  by  Dr  Duff  as  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Professorship  of  Evangelistic  Theology,  and  agree  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  same  to  the  ensuing  General  Assembly.  And  further,  that  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  Mr  Thomson,  of  Paisley,  a committee, 
consisting  of  Principal  Fairbairn,  Dr  Duff,  Dr  Bannerman,  Principal 
Candlish,  and  Dr  Begg,  (Dr  Duff  to  be  convener,)  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a report  on  the  subject,  explanatory  of  the  views  which  had  been  expressed 
at  the  meeting.’  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Professor  Gibson,  and 
unanimously  agreed  to.  The  report  of  this  committee  is  before  the 
Assembly. 


II. — FOREIGN  OPERATIONS. 

“1.  British  Kaffraria. — Principal  Stations. — Lovedalc,  Pirie,  Burns- 
hill,  Macfarlan. 

“ Christian  agency. — <5, ordained  European  missionaries;  1 European 
catechist ; 2 European  missionary  teachers  ; 1 female  missionary  teacher  ; 
23  native  Christian  teachers,  Scripture  readers,  and  1 colporteur. 

“ Native  Churches. — 866  in  full  communion.  Church-door  collections, 
monthly  subscriptions,  and  collections  at  anniversary  services,  £326, 
13s.  4d. 

“ Seminary  and  Schools. — male  scholars  on  roll ; female  scholars  oh 
roll ; total  average  daily  attendance. 

“ Financial  Statement. — School  fees,  and  for  board,  and  education  of 
pupils  in  seminary,  £714,  6s.  7 id. ; Government  grants,  £375  ; contri- 
buted to  building  fund,  £27,  13s.  5d. ; native  churches  as  above,  £326, 
13s.  4d. ; contributed  by  Europeans  in  South  Africa,  £7  ; in  all,  £1450, 
13s.  4d. 

“ Under  the  second  head  in  the  report  the  committee  refer  at  some 
length  to  their  foreign  operations.  The  most  notable  event  connected 
with  the  Kaffrarian  mission  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  extensive 
emigration  of  natives  eastward  to  the  Transkei  territory.  On  the  return 
of  a joint  deputation  of  Free  and  United  Presbyterian  missionaries  in  July 
last  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  and  of  conferring  with  the  great  chief  Kreli, 
to  whom  a large  portion  of  that  extensive  territoi-y  has  recently  been  re- 
stored, and  who,  it  was  understood,  was  not  unwilling  to  have  mission 
stations  established  among  his  people,  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  unani- 
mously resolved,  inter  alia,  that  application  be  made  to  his  Excellency  for 
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his  sanction  to  the  establishment  of  a mission  among  the  Transkei  Fingos, 
and  for  station  reserves,  from  which,  in  course  of  time,  endowments  may 
be  raised  for  educational  purposes ; that  application  be  made  to  the  Fingo 
chiefs  for  sites  for  churches  and  schools  ; that  application  be  made  to  the 
Home  Committee  for  two  men — one  for  Kreli,  and  one  for  the  Fingo  Re- 
serve ; that  meantime  the  said  Fingo  locations  be  visited  once  a quarter 
by  two  missionaries — one  being  of  the  United  Presbyterian  and  the  other 
of  the  Free  Church ; that  three  Scripture  readers  be  forthwith  appointed 
by  our  mission  to  three  different  parts  of  the  Fingo  Reserve  occupied  by 
people  from  the  Lovedale  and  other  stations,  it  being  understood  that 
similar  agents  will  be  appointed  by  the  brethren  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  salaries  of  the  native  agents  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tributions raised  by  the  native  churches  for  the  extension  of  the  mission. 

“ A few  ladies  in  Edinburgh  proposed  a plan,  and  having  prosecuted  it 
with  uncommon  vigour,  the  means  of  planting  at  least  one  new  mission  in 
the  Transkei  territory  have  now  been  secured ; and  they  fully  expect  to 
complete  the  sum  required  for  the  other. 

“ The  Lovedale  Seminary,  amid  many  difficulties,  continues  to  prosper. 
The  carrying  out  of  certain  measures  suggested  by  the  committee,  which, 
with  the  expected  aid  from  Government,  and  early  accession  of  Mr  Stewart, 
will  enable  the  brethren  there  greatly  to  improve  elementary  education  at 
the  stations  and  sub-stations,  alike  in  quality  and  degree,  and  thus  pave 
the  way  for  a higher  standard  of  efficiency  and  proficiency  in  the  Central 
Seminary,  which,  in  time,  ought  to  attain  to  the  status  of  a collegiate  in- 
stitution, capable  of  training  a superior  race  of  native  teachers,  preachers, 
and  ordained  ministers.  The  desirableness  of  obtaining,  if  possible,  a 
complete  endowment  for  the  seminary,  so  that  it  might  be  independent  of 
aid  from  Scotland,  is  specially  adverted  to.  To  accomplish  the  object, 
a sum  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  pounds  is  required.  Were  this  pro- 
vided now,  Mr  Govan  is  of  opinion  that,  with  the  annual  revenue  from  the 
lands  granted  by  Government,  an  annual  income  of  £500  would  be  avail- 
able for  the  endowment  of  the  seminary.  Were  this  consummation 
gained,  it  would  liberate  the  salaries  of  two  ordained  missionaries  and  a 
missionary  teacher,  and  set  them  free  to  be  expended  on  three  additional 
agents  in  carrying  the  gospel  to  the  regions  beyond.  The  idea  is  suggested 
in  the  report  of  endeavouring  to  raise  the  above  sum  from  persons  who 
may  feel  interested  in  the  object,  and  be  willing  to  give  the  money  under 
burden  of  their  own  liferent — the  interest  being  paid  by  the  committee 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  donors.” 

Interesting  details  of  the  educational  and  evangelistic  operations  carried 
o)i  at  the  several  stations,  as  well  as  of  missionary  itineracies,  are  given 
in  the  report,  which,  for  want  of  space,  we  are  obliged  to  omit. 

“ Excessive  drought,  and  the  spirit  of  restlessness  and  change,  created 
and  fanned  by  extensive  schemes  of  emigration,  have  operated  injuriously 
on  the  minds  and  habits  of  the  natives,  and  the  missionaries  have,  chiefly 
owing  to  these  causes,  not  been  privileged  to  reap  as  much  fruit  as  in 
former  years,  notwithstanding  that  they  have  laboured  with  as  much  as- 
siduous toil  and  unrelaxing  industry  as  ever. 

“ 2.  Madras. — Principal  Stations. — Nellorc,  Chingleput,  Conjeveram, 
Wallajahbad,  Trivellore. 

“ Christian  Agency. — 5 ordained  European  missionaries ; 2 ordained  native 
missionaries ; 1 licensed  native  preacher ; 1 medical  missionary ; 1 Euro- 
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pean  missionary  teacher  ; 1 East  Indian  Christian  teacher ; 20  native 
Christian  teachers,  evangelists,  and  colporteurs  ; 2 European  and  5 native 
female  Christian  teachers ; 2 students  in  divinity. 

“ Native  Church. — 104  in  full  communion;  12G  admitted  on  profession 
since  the  commencement  of  the  mission. 

“Institutions  and  Schools. — 1782  male  scholars  on  the  roll ; 620  female 
scholars  on  the  roll ; 1420  average  daily  attendance  of  male  scholars  ; 439 
average  daily  attendance  of  female  scholars. 

“ Financial  Statement. — Contributed  in  India,  10,360  rupees,  or  £1036  ; 
school  fees,  7633  rupees,  or  £763;  Government  grants-in-aid,  11,445 
rupees,  or  £1144  ; in  all,  29,438  rupees,  or  £2943,  16s. 

“ This  mission  has  had  many  trials  to  endure  in  the  course  of  last  year, 
arising  not  only  from  the  smallness  of  the  mission  staff,  the  loss  of  the 
valuable  services  of  Mr  Blake,  the  continuous  feeble  health  of  Mr  Mac- 
millan, and  the  gradually  failing  strength  of  Mr  Miller,  who,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  medical  men,  must,  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  resort  to 
a more  bracing  climate,  but  also  from  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  S.  Ramanu- 
jum,  the  native  missionary  at  Wallajahbad,  regarding  whom  the  committee, 
after  mature  deliberation,  were  unanimously  constrained,  though  with 
much  sorrow,  to  send  out  peremptory  orders  to  dissolve  his  connexion  with 
them  as  one  of  their  accredited  agents.  In  the  emergency,  Mr  Braidwood, 
with  characteristic  zeal,  at  once  expressed  his  readiness  to  go  out  for  a 
time,  if  in  the  judgment  of  medical  men,  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  do 
so.  Three  Madras  medical  officers,  however,  having  given  an  adverse 
opinion,  the  committee  could  not  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
sending  him  out,  even  on  a temporary  mission.  Notwithstanding  the 
feeble  state  of  the  mission,  the  most  important  branches  of  it  have  fully 
maintained  their  efficiency ; and  if  only  its  strength  was  restored,  all  their 
former  operations  might  be  carried  on  as  vigorously,  and.  under  God,  as 
successfully,  as  at  the  brightest  period  of  its  history. 

“ The  Central  Institution  is  now  quite  crowded,  having  between  500  and 
600  boys  in  regular  attendance,  and  is,  moreover,  in  a state  of  great  vigour 
and  efficiency  .From  causes  stated,  it  has  been' found  necessary  permanently 
to  relinquish  Triplicane  as  a scholastic  station,  and  the  school  at  Walla- 
jahbad has  also  been  temporarily  closed.  The  accounts  regarding  the 
schools  at  the  other  stations  are  highly  satisfactory.  The  girls’  schools 
are  also  reported  as  being  in  a vigorous  and  healthy  state.  The  aggregate 
number  of  scholars  under  instruction  is  2402,  of  whom  620  are  girls. 

“ In  Madras,  and  its  branch  stations,  evangelistic  preaching  has  been 
carried  on  by  nearly  twenty  Christian  agents ; some  of  them  entirely,  but 
most  only  in  part  devoted  to  that  department.  The  steadiest  and  most 
hopeful  audiences  are  always  in  the  schools  and  at  the  Medical  Mission 
Dispensary.  Since  Mr  Blake’s  removal,  Rev.  A.  Venkataramiah  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Nellore  Station,  -with  distinct  instructions  that  while  super- 
intending in  a general  way  the  schools,  he  is  to  devote  his  main  energies  to 
the  widespread  promulgation  of  the  gospel.  And,  to  enable  him  to  carry 
on  this  work  more  extensively,  a sum  has  been  placed  at  his  disposal  for 
the  support  of  qualified  and  vernacular  catechists  and  readers,  whom  he 
may  teach,  guide,  direct,  and  send  forth  with  the  message  of  salvation  to 
the  more  distant  villages.  At  Chingleput,  Mr  Metzger  continues  to  labour 
in  the  educational  and  evangelistic  departments  with  untiring  industry, 
and  many  gratifying  tokens  of  success.  In  connexion  with  Chingleput, 
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the  committee  state  tlmt  Mr  Paramasiven,  who  was  formerly  in  charge  of 
the  mission  there,  and  who  unexpectedly  left  the  mission  service  about  two 
years  ago,  having  expressed  deep  sorrow  for  his  conduct,  has  been  received 
back  on  probation,  and  is  now  employed  in  Madras. 

“ The  Medical  Mission  progresses  most  encouragingly,  the  only  drawback 
being  the  state  of  Dr  Paterson’s  health,  which  is  reported  as  not  so  good 
as  could  be  wished.  In  addition  to  the  dispensary,  an  hospital  and  a 
training  institution  for  native  medical  missionaries  are  being  established 
by  Dr  Paterson,  who  has  peculiar  qualifications  for  superintending  such 
an  institution.  A sum  of  £2000  for  these  objects  has  been  nearly  realised. 
A suitable  building  has  been  purchased,  and  is  now  ready  for  the  reception 
of  pupils,  who  are  to  be  sent  by  different  missionary  bodies. 

“ The  committee  also  report  that  to  all  appearance  the  pecuniary  affairs 
of  the  Madras  Mission,  so  long  the  source  of  painful  anxiety  and  multi- 
plied embarrassments,  have  been  placed  on  a solid  and  secure  basis. 

“ 3.  Calcutta. — Principal  Stations — Chinsurah,  Bansberia,  Culna,  Ma- 
hanad. 

“Christian Agency. — 4 ordained  European  missionaries;  3 ordained  native 
missionaries  ; 1 medical  missionary  ; 1 European  missionary  teacher ; 1 
East  Indian  Christian  teacher  ; 27  native  Christian  catechists,  teachers, 
and  Scripture  readers;  8 Christian  superintendents  of  female  schools,  with 
assistants ; 2 students  in  divinity. 

“ Native  Church. — 122  in  full  communion  ; 191  admitted  on  profession 
since  the  commencement  of  the  mission  ; contributed  by  members  for  sup- 
port of  the  native  pastor  during  the  year,  1515  rupees,  or  about  £150. 

“ Institutions  and  Schools. — 4123  males  enrolled  during  the  year  ; 1008 
females  enrolled  during  the  year — 5131  in  all ; 3001  average  attendance 
of  males  ; 750  average  attendance  of  females— -3751  in  all. 

“ Financial  Statement. — Contributed  in'  India,  in  donations,  subscrip- 
tions, and  Church  collections,  10,900  rupees,  or  £1090  ; school  fees  received 
at  all  the  stations,  20,4G4  rupees,  or  £20G4  ; Government  grants-in-aid, 
16,G77  rupees,  or  £1G77  ; grant  from  Christian  Vernacular  Education 
Society,  250  rupees,  or  £25  ; interest  on  scholarship  and  other  invest- 
ments, 815  rupees,  or  £81,  19s. ; contributed  by  native  Church  as  above, 
1515  rupees,  or  £151,  10s., — in  all,  50,621  rupees,  or  £50G2.” 

After  referring  to  the  repairs  on  the  mission  buildings  in  Bengal,  de- 
stroyed by  the  eyclone,  the  report  alludes  to  the  onward  movements  of 
native  society  and  the  new  and  singular  openings  for  Christian  usefulness 
in  Calcutta  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  states  that  “ the  European  staff, 
instead  of  being  reduced  by  two,  ought  long  ere  this  to  have  been  strength- 
ened by  the  addition  of  two  or  more.  The  total  number  enrolled  during 
the  year  in  the  Central  Institution  was  1693.  It  continues  to  be  con- 
ducted with  great  efficiency,  and  enjoys  a decided  prestige,  which  ought  to 
be  maintained  ; and  the  fact  that  almost  every  mission  in  Bengal  has 
established  similar  institutions  ought  to  tell  upon  those  at  home,  who  may 
be  uninfluenced  by  the  testimony  of  their  own  missionaries.  The  com- 
mittee report  with  deep  regret  that  during  last  year  the  Rev.  Mr  Beau- 
mont, who  superintends  the  station  at  Chinsurah,  has  been  again  and 
again  visited  by  severe  attacks  of  illness.  The  institution  there  continues 
to  prosper.  The  total  number  of  boys  enrolled  during  the  year,  including 
a small  preparatory  school,  was  8G7.  The  Rural  Mission  of  Mahanad, 
under  the  Rev.  Jagadishwar  Bhuttacharjya,  continues  greatly  to  prosper. 
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Most  of  the  schools  ;it  the  country  stations  have  never  recovered  fully 
from  the  effects  of  that  destructive  fever  epidemic,  about  which  so  much 
has  been  said  during  past  years.  The  various  schools  for  female  educa- 
tion have  been  maintained  as  before.  In  Calcutta  it  is  in  the  direction  of 
Zenana  work  that  expansion  is  most  likely  to  occur.  The  total  number  of 
pupils  under  Christian  instruction  in  connexion  with  the  Bengal  Mission 
was  5131,  of  whom  990  were  girls.” 

In  alluding  to  evangelistic  work  in  Calcutta,  which  is  habitually  carried 
on  in  many  places,  the  report  specially  notices  the  labours  of  Dr  Robson 
and  Messrs  Macdonald  and  De  among  the  Bralmiists  and  other  classes  of 
the  educated  natives,  and  to  the  gratuitous  services  of  Babu  Dinanath 
Banerjya,  a former  catechist  of  the  mission,  and  now  in  a Government 
otlice,  who  has  for  years  continued  his  catechetical  labours,  preaching 
almost  every  evening  of  the  week,  at  the  corner  of  the  streets  and  other 
places  of  public  concourse,  with  all  but  unrivalled  power,  unction,  and 
eloquence.  By  several  members  of  the  mission,  European  and  native, 
several  evangelistic  tours  were  made  during  the  last  cold  season.  The  native 
chui’ch,  Calcutta,  continues  to  maintain  its  high  position,  being  now  self- 
sustaining.  The  sum  contributed  for  the  maintenance  of  church  ordinances 
during  the  last  year  amounts  to  amount  £1 80.  The  Medical  Mission, 
superintended  by  Dr  Robson,  continues  to  be  attended  with  increasing 
success. 

The  Rev.  Beliari  Lai  Singh,  a native  ordained  missionary  of  our  church, 
by  whom  the  mission  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  at  Rampore 
Bauleagh,  on  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Ganges,  was  founded,  and  by  whom, 
with  singular  tact,  it  has  hitherto  been  superintended,  is  in  a state  of 
healthful  prosperity.  Besides  planting  and  establishing  vernacular  and 
anglo-vernacular  schools,  Mr  Singh  officiates  on  the  Sabbath-day,  as 
occasion  offers,  to  the  English  residents  of  the  station  ; while  he  is  con- 
stantly engaged  in  vernacular  preaching. 

The  report  alludes  to  the  Converts  Re-marriage  Bill,  and  to  the  attempts 
made  during  the  last  thirty  years  to  secure  a satisfactory  legislative  measure, 
and  states  that  the  bill  introduced  last  year  into  the  Supreme  Legislative 
Council  of  India,  by  the  Honourable  Mr  Maine,  has  now  passed  into  a law 
for  all  India.  In  the  preparation  of  this  important  measure,  which  will  be 
joyfully  hailed  as  a long-desiderated  deliverance  from  multiplying  embar- 
rassments, Mr  Maine  was  greatly  indebted  to  two  native  members  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  the  Maharajahs  of  Vizianagram  and  of  Burdwan,  for 
their  wise  and  judicious  suggestions. 

“ 4.  Bombay. — Christian  Agency. — 3 Ordained  European  missionaries  ; 
2 ordained  native  missionaries  ; 1 European  Christian  teacher,  native  Chris- 
tian teachers,  Scripture  readers,  and  colporteurs  ; 7 native  female  Christian 
teachers. 

“ Native  Church. — 74  in  full  communion ; 174  admitted  on  profession 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Mission. 

“ Institutions  and  Schools. — 94G  males  on  roll,  414  females  on  roll — 1360 
in  all. 

“ Financial  Statement. — Contributed  in  India,  10,584  rupees,  or  £1058  ; 
school  fees,  1465  rupees,  or  £146,  10s.  ; interest  on  scholarship  invest- 
ments and  subscription  to  Scholarship  Fund,  2180  rupees,  or  £218;  sub- 
scriptions to  Native  Church  Building  Fund,  1145  rupees,  or  £'114,  10s.; 
in  all,  15,374  rupees,  £'1537. 
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“ The  committee  rejoice  to  report  that  after  so  many  years  of  incessant 
toil,  Dr  Wilson  continues  at  the  head  of  this  branch  of  the  missions  with 
unimpaired  mental  vigour,  and  wonderful  physical  energy.  Mr  Scorgie, 
the  able  European  teacher,  having  resigned  his  post  in  the  institution  to 
become  Principal  of  the  Sir  Jamestji  Jejibhoy  Parsee  Benevolent  Institu- 
tion, Mr  Edward  Rehatsek,  a graduate  of  the  university,  Pesth,  and  a dis- 
tinguished scientific  and  linguistic  scholar,  has  been  appointed  in  his  place. 
The  attendance  of  pupils  in  the  institution  shows  an  increased  appreciation 
of  its  benefits  by  the  natives  of  Bombay.  The  number  of  students  in  both 
divisions  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  being  now  fully  600 ; and 
it  is  further  stated  that  in  the  college  department,  owing  to  its  recognition 
by  the  university,  they  are  now  drawing  pupils  in  increased  numbers,  not 
only  from  their  own  schools,  but  from  different  seminaries  in  Bombay  and 
various  other  places  in  Western  India.  The  new  building  for  the  boarding 
school  has  been  commenced,  and  female  education,  generally,  here  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  continues  to  advance.  The  number  of  pupils  in  all  the 
schools  is  1360 — the  girls  being  414. 

“ The  services  of  the  native  church  have  continued  exactly  as  they  have 
been  for  many  years.  The  friends  in  Bombay  are  making  a fresh  effort  to 
complete  the  fund,  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a suitable  fabric  for  the 
congregation.  Circumstances  interposed  to  render  it  impracticable  for  Dr 
Wilson  to  forward  an  account  of  the  evangelistic  operations  of  the  Mission 
in  time  for  the  report.  A medical  mission  is  in  course  of  being  established 
at  Bombay,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr  Young,  who,  for  some  time 
back,  has  been  assistant  and  coadjutor  to  Dr  Burns  Thomson  in  the  Cow- 
gate  Institution. 

“ A desire  having  been  repeatedly  expressed  by  Dr  Wilson  and  others  to 
form  a branch  mission  to  the  Waralis,  a jungle  and  hill  tribe  to  the  north 
of  Bombay,  and  the  necessary  means  having  been  provided  by  friends  in 
this  country,  the  mission  is  now  in  course  of  being  established,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr  Shapurji  Edalji,  who  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Bombay  in  February  last,  and  who  will  be  accompanied  by  two  or  three 
subordinate  native  assistants. 

“ 5.  Puna. — Principal  Stations. — Indapur,  Jaulna. 

“ Christian  Agency. — 3 ordained  European  missionaries  ; 1 European 
missionary  teacher;  10  native  Christian  teachers,  catechists,  scripture- 
readers,  and  colporteurs;  1 European  and  2 native  female  Christian 
teachers. 

“ Native  Church. — 80  in  full  communion;  120  admitted  on  profession 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Mission. 

“ Institutions  and  Schools. — 835  male  scholars  on  roll;  279  female 
scholars  on  roll — 1114  in  all. 

“ Financial  Statement. — Contributed  in  India,  5037  rupees,  or  £503  ; 
school  fees,  2133  rupees,  or  £213  ; contributed  to  Orphanage  Building 
Fund,  1145  rupees,  or  £114;  in  all,  8315  rupees,  or  £831,  10s. 

“ This  station  has  been  strengthened  by  the  accession  of  the  Bev.  Robert 
Angus,  who  has  thrown  himself  heartily  into  every  department  of  the  work, 
while  at  the  same  time,  as  already  stated,  it  has  sustained  a heavy  loss  by 
the  death  of  Mr  Mitchell.  Referring  to  the  Christian  education  for  males, 
Mr  Gardener  states  that  the  numbers,  especially  in  the  central  institution, 
have  a constant  tendency  to  rise.  One  great  want  of  this  mission,  is  a suitable 
institution  building.  The  new  and  commodious  building  for  the  orphanage 
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and  boarding-school  is  now  completed  and  occupied,  and  the  female  day 
schools  are  in  the  main  progressing.  Some  interesting  information  is  given 
regarding  the  native  church  and  the  intinerating  labours  of  the  late  Mr 
Mitchell  and  his  native  assistants.  A deeply  interesting  work  is  being 
carried  on  at  Indapur  and  Jaulna,  under  the  able  superintendence  of  the  Rev. 
Narayan  Sheshadri.  At  the  former  place,  there  is  a medical  mission,  under 
the  charge  of  a native  Christian  doctor,  who  conducts  it  with  ability  and 
success. 

“ 6.  Nagpore. — Principal  Stations. — Silibuldi,  Ivompti,  Chindwara. 

“ Christian  Agency. — 2 ordained  European  missionaries ; 2 licensed  native 
preachers  ; 2 European  missionary  teachers  ; 1 1 native  Christian  teachers, 
catechists,  and  scripture  readers ; 2 native  female  Christian  teachers. 

“ Native  Churches. — 74  in  full  communion;  128 admitted  on  profession 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Mission. 

“ Weekly  Collections. — £3,  4s.  2d. 

“ Institution  and  Schools. — 68J  male  scholars  on  roil ; 62  female  scholars 
on  roll. 

“ In  forwarding  the  usual  annual  statistics,  Mr  Cooper  records  with  much 
gratitude  the  manifest  blessing  which  continues  to  be  vouchsafed  on  the 
work  in  that  distant  corner  of  the  vineyard.  28  adults,  on  a personal 
profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  besides  23  children,  were  admitted 
during  the  year  into  the  membership  of  the  native  churches.  The  educa- 
tional work  of  the  mission,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  has  all  been  highly 
satisfactory.  The  improvement  has  been  very  marked,  and  from  competent 
judges  has  received  high  and  merited  approbation.  This  is  mainly  due  to 
the  assiduous  and  praiseworthy  labours  of  Messrs  Young  and  Dalziell,  the 
missionary  teachers.  The  report  states  that  the  committee  and  the  Church 
are  under  the  deepest  obligations  to  Mr  Temple,  the  chief  commissioner  of 
the  central  province,  for  the  countenance  and  substantial  support  he  has 
all  along  given  to  the  mission.  A real  beginning  has  now  been  made  in 
the  direction  of  female  education. 

“ After  adverting  to  the  various  evangelistic  operations  of  the  mission, 
it  is  stated  that  the  committee  have  just  established  a mission  to  the 
GhoDds,  a hill  tribe  to  the  north  of  Nagpore.  The  pioneers  of  the  mission 
were  two  native  agents,  one  of  them  being  a native  Christian  doctor  of 
high  character.  Mr  Dawson,  one  of  the  European  missionaries  at  Nagpore, 
has  since  gone  to  superintend  this  important  undertaldng.J’ 

The  conclusion  of  the  report  is  as  follows  : — 

“ In  the  report  of  last  year  it  was  explained  at  some  length  that  your 
mission  was  originally  projected  on  a broad,  all-comprehending  plan,  to  be 
gradually  evolved,  unfolded,  or  developed,  as  adequate  means  were  afforded, 
or  providential  circumstances  favoured  us.  It  was  shown  that,  from  ‘ the 
very  outset,  the  two  kindred  and  reciprocally  auxiliary  processes  of  train- 
ing the  young  for  varied  future  usefulness,  and  addressing  the  adults, 
through  whatever  lingual  medium,  might  be  found  most  effective  in 
reaching  their  understandings  and  their  hearts,  were  simultaneously  carried 
on  side  by  side.’  It  was  shown  how,  in  perfect  accordance  with  this 
original  plan,  now  so  largely  unfolded,  your  committee  were  prepared,  if 
the  needful  means  in  men  and  money  were  supplied,  not  only  to  deepen 
and  broaden  the  foundations  already  laid,  but  ‘ at  once  to  give  fuller 
scope  and  development  to  existing  operations  within  the  fields  already 
chosen,’  or  ‘ at  once  to  enter  on  wholly  new  fields.’ 
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“ Your  committee,  while  lamenting  that  the  increase  of  means  has  as  yet 
been  so  meagre  and  inadequate,  cannot  but  rejoice  to  have  it  in  their 
power  to  report  that,  in  both  of  the  directions,  alike  of  expansion  and 
extension,  now  indicated,  they  have  been  enabled  to  make  certain  forward 
movements. 

“ While  all  our  central  institutions  in  Africa  and  in  India  have  been 
greatly  consolidated,  never,  during  any  former  year  has  the  glorious  gospel 
of  grace  and  salvation  been  more  extensively  promulgated  among  the 
dense  masses  of  the  adult  population,  around  our  various  stations,  alike 
in  Africa  and  in  India.  And  measures  are  now  in  progress,  if  means  be 
further  increased,  for  a still  wider  promulgation  of  the  Word  of  the  Living 
God.  Moreover,  it  is  with  no  ordinary  joy  your  committee  have  been 
enabled  to  announce  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Glionds,  or  wild  hill-tribes  of 
Central  India,  and  of  the  Waralis,  and  other  wild  hill-tribes  of  Western 
India,  they  have  been  privileged  to  enter  on  entirely  new  fields.  Already, 
in  both  these  quarters,  have  pioneer  missions,  under  the  most  favourable 
auspices,  been  hopefully  established.  And  for  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of 
these  missions,  in  new  and  hitherto  untried  fields,  and  success  in  the  pro- 
secution of  them,  your  committee  would  again  earnestly  solicit  the  prayers 
of  all  God’s  people  in  this  land. 

“ By  the  varied  agencies  now  in  operation,  divine  truth,  either  in  its 
simple  elements,  or  in  its  higher  forms  of  systematic  theology,  is  assidu- 
ously taught  to  8389  of  the  male  juveniles,  and  2305  of  the  female  juve- 
niles of  India,  and  to  nearly  900  of  the  male  and  female  juveniles  of  South 
Africa ; while  the  seeds  of  divine  knowledge  have  been  scattered  broad- 
cast among,  not  thousands  merely,  but  literally  tens  of  thousands,  of  the 
adult  Indian  and  South  African  population.  As  one  result  of  these  varied 
operations,  it  is  with  gratitude  to  God  your  committee  have  to  record  that 
in  all  the  sections  of  our  mission,  Kaffraria,  Southern,  Eastern,  Western, 
and  Central  India,  precious  souls  have  been  hopefully  converted,  and 
added,  on  a credible  profession  of  their  own  faith,  by  baptism,  to  the 
Church  of  Christ.  And  we  need  scarcely  add,  that  wherever  one  single 
soul,  by  nature  “ dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,”  is  quickened  into  life,  and 
turned  from  dumb  idols  to  serve  the  living  God,  there  we  have  as  demon- 
strable evidence  of  the  presence  and  working  of  the  Almighty  Spirit  of 
grace,  as  we  had  of  the  presence  and  working  of  Omnipotency  at  the 
solitary  chamber  of  the  dead,  when  the  voice  of  the  Holy  and  Blessed 
One  was  heard  on  the  flanks  of  Olivet,  crying  out,  ‘Lazarus  come  forth!’ 
and  he  that  was  dead  came  forth,  to  the  amazement  of  the  surrounding 
throng. 

“ But  independent  of  these  more  signal  tokens  of  the  special  favour  and 
blessing  of  God  on  the  labours  of  our  honoured  agents,  we  know  that  in 
many  other  ways  their  labours  are  fraught  with  the  elements  of  varied 
influence,  which  shall  one  day  vitally  affect  the  destinies  of  millions. 
Concurrent  with  these  there  are  also  other  influences  of  a providential 
kind  powerfully  at  work,  which  tend  towards  similar  ultimate  ends. 

“ In  India,  especially,  facts  might  be  enumerated  to  2>rove,  that  through 
the  co-operative  combination  of  all  these  varied  influences,  the  long-in- 
durated crust  of  old  systems  and  superstitions  is  beginning  to  break  up ; 
that  momentous  changes  of  a general  kind  are  now  in  actual  progress, 
changes  which,  in  upheaving  and  overturning  the  ancient  foundations, 
arc  paving  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a new  economy — the  renova- 
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tion  and  re-arrangement  of  the  constituent  elements  of  society  against  the 
time  when  He  shall  come,  whose  right  it  is  to  reign  ! And  what  is  con 
spicuou8ly  true  of  India,  might  be  shown  to  be  true,  in  varying  measure 
and  degree,  of  all  other  heathen  lands. 

“ But  while  all  this  must  be  freely  admitted  ; while  in  our  own  Indian 
and  African  missions,  as  well  as  in  the  missions  of  all  other  evangelical 
churches  and  societies,  there  have,  in  individual  conversions,  been  vouch- 
safed precious  and  unmistakable  tokens  of  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Almighty  Spirit’s  quickening  grace;  while  in  particular  cases,  in  different 
regions  of  heathendom,  considerable  numbers,  from  various  mixed  motives, 
have  appeared  practically  to  abjure  the  external  rights  of  heathenism,  and 
placed  themselves  under  Christian  instruction  ; and  while,  throughout  all 
parts  of  the  world-wide  mission-field,  preparatory  work  of  all  kinds  has 
been  making  great,  steady,  and  decided  progress — we  have  yet  as  freely 
to  confess,  that  nowhere,  that  we  can  learn,  throughout  the  wide  domains 
of  earth,  has  there  been  anything  like  a copious  outpouring  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  stirring  up  hundreds  and  thousands  under  deep  and  overwhelm- 
ing convictions  of  sin  and  guilt,  as  on  the  day  of  Pentecostal  effusion,  and 
in  many  quarters  within  the  bounds  of  old  Christendom,  on  either  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  in  more  recent  times,  to  cry  out  of  the  depths  of  their  con- 
vulsed and  agonised  natures,  with  uncontrollable  vehemency,  ‘ What 
must  we  do  to  be  saved  ? ’ Indeed,  from  almost  all  mission-stations, 
connected  with  every  church  and  society,  through  all  the  climes  of  earth, 
the  returns  in  substance  may  be  said  to  be,  ‘ Much  labour  expended, 
much  fallow  ground  broken  up,  much  careful  culture  carried  on,  much 
good  seed  sown,  much  fair  promise  in  the  bud,  but  comparatively  little, 
and,  in  many  cases,  no  fruit  at  all  reaped  in  the  actual  conversion  of 
souls  ! ’ 

“ This  general  statement  could  easily  be  verified  and  illustrated  by  copi- 
ous detailed  extracts  from  the  journals  of  missionaries  and  their  reports 
to  home  societies  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

“ What  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  to  be  done  ? What  inference  are  we 
legitimately  to  draw  from  such  a statement  ? Are  we  to  succumb  to  the 
clamour  of  the  secular  press  and  the  contemptuous  decision  of  the  irreligi- 
ous world,  and  sorrowfully  admit  that  modern  missions  have  proved  a 
failure,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  abandoned  ? In  the  solemnity  of  apos- 
tolic language,  we  would  respond,  ‘ God  forbid  ! 5 ‘ God’s  ways  ’ are 

happily  ‘ not  as  our  ways,  nor  II is  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.’  To  judge 
of  missions  as  the  secular  press  and  an  irreligious  world  may  already  have 
done,  is  to  judge  of  them  after  the  model  of  man’s  ways  and  the  current 
of  man’s  thoughts.  With  God  ‘ a thousand  years  are  as  one  day,  and 
one  day  as  a thousand  years in  other  words,  time  is  nothing  with  the 
Eternal.  The  act  of  creation  is  instantaneous,  whether  in  the  world  of 
matter  or  the  world  of  spirit.  But,  subsequent  to  the  creative  act,  all 
the  processes  of  growth,  development,  and  orderly  arrangement  may  be 
slow,  and  often  even  indefinitely  slow.  Still,  the  ultimate  end  is  not  on 
this  account  the  less  sure,  however  dark,  gloomy,  or  uncertain  it  may 
appear  to  short-sighted  man,  who  is  but  of  yesterday,  and,  in  comparison 
with  the  Omniscient,  knows  nothing. 

“ What  countless  ages  were  occupied  by  the  mighty  processes  which 
issued  in  the  preparation  of  the  crust  of  our  globe  for  the  comfortable 
reception  of  man  ! What  millenniums  elapsed — fraught  with  catastrophe 
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and  change,  and  notable  movements  of  every  kind  and  degree  in  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  world — before  the  ‘ fulness  of  time’  for  the  won- 
drous advent  and  successful  mission  of  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God ! How 
many  generations  appeared  and  passed  away  before  the  materials  were 
ready  for  the  marvellous  outbreak  of  the  Lutheran  Reformation  and  its 
far-reaching  influences  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ! 

“ So  now  as  respects  the  work  of  missions.  With  reference  to  the  next 
grand  dispensation  of  Jehovah’s  providence,  it  is  altogether  of  an  initial 
and  preparatory  kind.  Hitherto  it  has  only  been  our  spring  season,  with 
its  endless  processes  of  draining  and  trenching,  and  culture  and  sowing,  its 
incipient  buddings  often  blighted  by  the  frost,  and  its  abundant  broadcast 
seed  lying  buried  and  invisible  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  As  yet  we 
have  not  approached  the  exhilarating  glow,  or  dazzling  beauty,  or  gor- 
geous magnificence  of  summer.  Still  less  have  we  got  within  sight  of  the 
ripened  fruits  and  waving  harvests  of  autumn. 

“ But  as  surely  as,  in  the  ordinary  providence  of  God,  harvest  will  in  due 
season  reward  the  toils  and  long  patience  of  the  worldly  husbandman,  so 
surely,  in  God’s  own  appointed  time,  will  a richer  harvest  than  has  ever 
yet  waved  over  any  of  the  climes  of  earth,  reward  the  toil  and  long  pa- 
tience of  the  spiritual  husbandmen  who  are  now  buried  with  the  varied 
processes  of  this  world’s  spiritual  husbandry,  ages,  it  may  be,  after  most 
of  them  have  been  gathered  to  their  fathers. 

“ All  Christians  admit,  and  indeed  from  the  word  of  Revelation  nothing 
can  be  more  certain,  than  that  the  time  is  coming  when  the  true  saving 
knowledge  of  God  in  Christ  shall  fill  the  whole  earth.  How,  then,  is  this 
grand  consummation  to  be  realised  ? Solely  through  the  universal  diffu- 
sion of  the  Word  of  Life,  brought  home  with  power  by  the  agency  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  That  agency  has  hitherto  ordinarily  operated  in  slow, 
gradual,  and  limited  ways.  At  times  indeed,  and  in  divers  places,  this 
ordinary  method  has  been  broken  in  upon  by  extraordinary  visitations  of 
the  Spirit’s  grace  and  power,  more  or  less  extensive  as  to  outspreading, 
more  or  less  intensive  as  to  degree.  But  the  prophetic  Scriptures  abund- 
antly indicate  that,  towards  the  close  of  the  present  dispensation,  when 
the  time  of  the  latter  day  glory  draws  near,  and  as  a fitting  preparation 
for  it,  these  extraordinary  visitations  of  the  Spirit  will  increase  in  number, 
in  frequency,  and  extent.  And  this  is  tantamount  to  saying  that  when, 
through  the  various  instrumentalities  now  employed,  the  seeds  of  Divine 
truth  have  been  sown  broadcast  over  the  multitudes  of  the  nations,  reli- 
gious awakenings  will  become  more  numerous,  extensive,  rapid,  and 
frequent  over  all  the  earth,  until  that  which  is  now  regarded  as  extraordi- 
nary, simply  from  its  rarity  or  infrequency,  shall  become  the  ordinary  pro- 
cedure preparatory  to  a new  and  more  exalted  spiritual  economy. 

“ In  figures  and  images,  more  graphic  and  bold  than  the  uninspired  mind 
could  venture  to  suggest,  the  prophets  pour  out  their  vivid  utterances  on 
this  momentous  theme. 

“ Do  we  want  a striking  image  of  vast  expansion  with  stateliness  of  spiri- 
tual growth  ? Here  it  is.  In  connexion  with  the  final  spread  and  domin- 
ance of  Messiah’s  kingdom,  when  ‘all  kings  shall  bow  down  before  Him, 
and  all  nations  shall  serve  Him,’  Jehovah  says,  ‘ There  shall  be  a handful 
of  corn  on  the  top  of  the  mountains,’ — a mere  handful , let  it  be  remarked, 
not  an  abundant  supply — on  rugged  and  barren  heights,  not  in  a fertile, 
well-cultured  field,  and  yet,  * the  fruit  thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon.’ 
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What  emblems  of  the  enhanced  prolific  power  of  gospel  seed  in  latter  days, 
when  the  merest  handful,  conveyed,  it  may  be,  by  a sower  obscure  and 
unknown,  and  finding  its  way  into  previously  inaccessible  wilds,  and  tak- 
ing root  in  the  cold  and  sterile  eminences  of  a rampant  heathenism,  shall, 
under  the  sunshine  and  the  rain  of  the  Spirit’s  vivifying  influences,  spring 
up  and  shoot  forth,  in  all  the  might  and  majesty  of  cedars  of  Lebanon, 
that  stretch  out  their  sheltering  arms  into  the  skies,  transcend  the  clouds, 
kiss  the  pure  heavens  above,  and  bravely  scowl  on  the  tempests  of  a thou- 
sand years ! 

“ Do  we  want  striking  images  of  swiftness  of  spiritual  movement  and 
change,  with  great  numbers  in  singularly  quickened  motion  1 Here  they 
are.-  In  one  of  his  grandest  visions  of  the  latter  days,  the  evangelical 
prophet  bids  us  ‘ Behold  the  sons  of  the  Gentiles  with  their  daughters,  as 
they  hasten  from  afar  on  fast-going  camels  and  dromedaries  to  the  'place  of 
Jehovah's  sanctuary .’  Yea,  and  as  if  such  movement  were  not  rapid  and 
multitudinous  enough,  behold  them  again,  numerous  as  the  drops  of  rain 
in  a cloud,  darkening  the  sun,  and  swift  as  doves  on  the  wing,  flying  to 
their  windows ! And  as  if  to  render  mistake  in  interpretation  impossible, 
the  prophet  immediately  adds — ‘A  little  one  shall  become  a thousand, 
and  a small  one  a strong  nation ; I the  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  his  time.’ 

“ Do  you  want  striking  images  of  overflowing  copiousness  of  spiritual  in- 
fluences, with  mighty  resulting  transformations  1 Here  they  are.  Re- 
membering that  with  the  inspired  penmen  the  favourite  emblem  of  the 
Spirit's  gracious  influences  is  water,  in  its  various  forms — an  emblem 
consecrated  by  its  employment  for  that  end  by  the  blessed  Saviour  Him- 
self,— do  we  not  find  the  ordinary  gentle  descent  of  these  heavenly  influ- 
ences, represented  by  the  refreshing  dew  upon  the  tender  herb  ? With 
more  special  reference  to  the  times  of  the  Messiah,  do  we  not  find  their 
more  copious  outpourings  signified  by  the  rain,  or  reviving  showers  upon 
the  pasture-grass  1 And  with  more  special  and  manifest  reference  still  to 
the  times  immediately  preceding  the  latter-day  glory,  do  we  not  read  of 
fountains  being  opened  in  the  midst  of  the  valleys,  where  there  were  none 
before  1 of  the  parched  ground  being  made  a pool,  and  the  thirsty  land 
springs  of  water  1 yea,  and  of  waters  breaking  forth  in  the  wilderness, 
streams  in  the  desert,  rivers  in  high  places,  and  floods  on  the  dry  ground  1 
What  a prodigious  enlargement  of  supply  have  we  here  ? No  longer  an 
occasional  sprinkling  of  dew  upon  the  tender  herb,  but  perennial  springs 
and  fountains  breaking  out  in  the  very  wilderness  ! No  longer  occasional 
small  rain,  or  even  heavy  showers  upon  the  pasture-grass ; but  rivers, 
streams,  floods,  for  ever  fertilizing  the  very  deserts,  or  dry  and  parched 
grounds  of  earth ! And  corresponding  with  the  continued  copiousness  of 
the  supply  of  the  enriching  element,  will  be  everywhere  the  diffusion,  the 
rapidity,  the  more  than  tropical  luxuriance  and  permanence  of  growth. 
The  thirsty  soil  will  be  turned  into  well-watered  plains ; and  all  things 
will  grow  up  with  the  freshness  and  rapidity  of  grass  and  willows  by  the 
water-courses.  The  barren  grounds  will  be  turned  into  fertile  fields  ; and 
what  are  now  prized  as  fertile  fields  will,  in  those  days  of  augmented 
fruitfulness,  be  accounted  only  for  forests.  The  wilderness  and  the  soli- 
tary place  will  be  made  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose ; it  shall  blossom  abundantly,  and  rejoice  even  with 
joy  and  singing.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be  given  unto  it;  with  the 
excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon.  Instead  of  poor  stunted  withered 
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slirubs,  the  wan  and  sickly  products  of  the  desert,  there  is  to  be  the  cedar, 
with  its  durable  strength  ; the  myrtle,  with  its  refreshing  fragrance  ; the 
olive-tree,  with  its  abundant  fatness ; the  fir-tree,  the  pine,  and  the  box 
together,  with  their  living,  everlasting  green  1 What  inconceivable  glorious 
enlargements  and  transformations  have  we  here  ! And  yet,  under  all  this 
splendid  imagery,  presenting  us  (if  the  expression  may  be  allowed)  with 
so  magnificent  a photograph  of  universally  and  permanently  renovated 
physical  nature — what  have  we  but  a glowing  picture,  drawn  by  the  pencil 
of  inspiration,  of  the  marvellously  rapid,  glorious,  universal,  aud  enduring 
changes  to  be  yet  effected  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  world,  by  the  vastly 
enlarged  and  continuous  effusions  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  in  ushering  in  the 
days  of  millennial  blessedness  1 

“In  the  view  of  future  prospects  so  bright  and  glorious,  your  committee 
would  earnestly  plead  for  the  services  of  a larger  number  of  God-gifted 
men,  and  for  ampler  means  to  enable  them  to  send  them  forth,  ‘ bearing 
precious  seed,’  to  be  spread  broadcast  alike  over  the  towering  mountain- 
tops  and  the  low  jungly  plains  of  a still  dominant  heathenism,  in  the  un- 
doubting faith,  that,  though  for  a time,  little  fruit  of  the  highest  kind 
may  be  reaped,  the  ultimate  great  world  harvest  is  not  the  less  sure,  for 
‘ the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.’  And  then,  because  the  field 
and  the  work  are  the  Lord’s,  when  the  harvest  is  gathered  into  the 
heavenly  garner,  shall  they  who  ‘ sowed  in  tears,’  but  in  faith,  without 
the  joy  and  comfort  of  reaping,  be  found  to  rejoice,  together  with  those 
who  have  been  privileged  to  reap,  amid  the  hallelujahs  of  the  skies ; and 
both  together  jubilant  and  exulting  in  the  ascription  of  1 blessing  and 
honour,  glory  and  power,  unto  Rim  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  !’  ” 
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